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The Sound of Bone Tlute: the Role of the Peiligang Culture
of the Central Plains in the 8,000-yvear History of Chinese

Civilization

Goaz Dazhong

Alstruct

Diing mack o~ cacly es 5,000 0 9.000 years aga, the Ceniral Plans regien bed arealy
wilnessed e crmergence bl en advaneed caleral nuelens epicowizad by Fo Peslgeng
Ciare. renovncid oz 15 coras<able inclus vy and iaveativeness, e cesly seilenienils
were cherge.crizen by semi-suowerzarear. uwellings, a flaurshing poaaiation. arid a
wel-ueliaed gender-bascl dovisior ¢l labor Peop.c engegad n cgricul.ural activices,
cu.bvaing nel el ard rice a.cngside lishing, hunbng, and ciceel Fasoardry Cas g pogs
ard shocy). ‘They alse glivizaed stone, bare. aie polery ools. The Ncol.twe cra i Lis
reg il was marked by cis.auctive arlzlecls sueh as swenc inidslones, stlone grirdong 1cds,
sorreled seae sickles, aae slone paitles and rorlars. Add.tioaaly. Ihe cihamlants wese
sstbed . crastg, Oishong aac homang cepoaner.s ton. boce, as woll o noventng ke
bore Nlate, a rava.cal anstzaerl They alse crealed poLery bepods. pailod potlery. aac
putlesy sculplures. Netable decorauve tlens ncludod twogue.se bead sboes ard vory
carviags. Furbaermore, L genied 0as.s e cerliest carved aymboss end eracle bone

st paans o Slenese Ls.ozy, aloeg wil: Lie discovery o2 Jiaae wane sold resdue, ollen

ag,” ard e sils prowein esicae. ind.calag

T dod as e “ongzizator of Lwmar, wiceizes,

Lie use ol sl Given Lz Gedangs. the Lis.ozy of Chinese civilize.aur. could potentiaZly

be extended Foa te converlenally cchonewledged 5,000 veass W an gessove 8.000

yoass, cattesyoaiicg o lbe Medizacg Caluze cra, on more bivacly. e cra aszocianed woib
Fu Xt Astaad Lo veegas of Juieaaddy ac wiicsieally Jokod. T Listory o) at e lbe
Cenral Plams and, taceed, Ibe braacer 12¢s.y of Cluncse az bislary, caa be $aid 12 have
comanerced wita the acacical aris aad arall:, padesy seulplaces, carved gyanaols, and
ozacie bace wicspions of (a0 Vedizacz Culluce ic 1be Ceecal Ulans.
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Peitigang Cultune i die Ceatal Plams. s.oue nllstonca, slone g:ediayg zods. bure [,
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Ir 1987, 4 seven-1ole Hors (e made of crane baies
wits macarlbed @ e ehe sile e dctwindn Town,
Wayaay, Counly, Laohe Chry, Heran Proviree il was
naned e Tiha Bore Flute @nd conlld be clegaatly
calad 1ie Clhinese Beae Flole. The levemlary summl of
the Chiraese Bone Plile, & role of sonrance, ~esorideal
thrcag™ e prebizaric sma The saud ol the hone Tl
zlso resoedad with the 8,000 y car nismoy af Cliinesc
civilizetion. I'he Clivese Bore Flute is #noinvalaghle
historical cultura” clic at can be lovchied aml

cxpericrend (Mgure 1),
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1. Uhe Mviligame, Culture ol the Middle Nealithie

I'erind

Tha Neolizhic Age laszed for 2oout 9,000 years,
transitioning from a marriarenal to a patriarchz. ¢lan
society with agriculture and anirr.al husbaacry as ac
maia eaerearcristics, and peonle using Holished stones,
inventirg »ottery. aad living a sertled life in 2rimitive
setements. The cutural secrence of the Neolitiic Age
stasts witk the carly crltare, whick dates back o abow
124X to 9,000 yecars ago, e thie middle culwre, which

¢
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Fauo . CineseBonez F a0 a3 Flote

deles .o about 9,000 .0 7,000 years cro. la 1ae Cealza.
Plazns zegion 1ae Peiliguagx Cullaze, cepeesea.ce by 1he
Peilimang sive m Xiazheag aad the Jicke sie im Wuyaagz,
hes o ¢leac beritupe aad or iadependert sys.en:; there
Wwas ¢ ndizenous cullure hese.

The [irst Ciscovery, excuvilion, anc nam:ag ol the
Periagarg Cullure in Xiazken2 were made by Ziao
SEixang, o senor researcher und rerowned aschiaeolomis
cl the llenym Provireial Institule of Cyoaral Relics
erd Archueology, In Aonil 2977 11e Peihgeryg Cu.ture
discovered ¢l She Per i_l'_reu’lg sile 11 X'inxllcng Wilg muin y
disimbrled withir Teugn Proviree, with the most dense
arggs bery the cihes and counties of Mi Courly (prese
dey Xirne Chry), Xin'/}'en;-:l Cuy, Weishe County in the
upper wgaches 0" e Ry River, Woyartg and Ruzbou m
the upper reaciies o the Ry River, Gengrear Ceurly
(present day Gongy (Ciy) and Yansh n the Teleo
r (or

>

rcgiun, wih "|c::‘r|y sgvenly Sitgs and soeonnting

zhout “1al "o the Peilizang sile. Alter Z1ac condreed
ar in<deptl discnssion on seve=a’ issues ol the P2 livang,
Ci'lere, Te ceme 1o a rzilar neisive conclusion: 1 e
cresceilslaped regior nhe Micdle st ardé the (ool
al’ Mol Song, e Clhina, as twe gl ouses s de by
sice Nrom cast 1o wes', appearcd sinrnloacously on
heor sices o7 Asiiz 8,000 yeers age, mar<s, the dawn
al e “Ag~tenltnzal Zeveludaoa® ¢main e astern
Henissers.” Regardig he oreie o zgrcalinre, Zhao
he' cves s “Mhc carliosl ag-iculioeal v ages e
MOl Tast are rol disbioawed oot alivial plams of
the two eves basis, s i the sumonndig, shal ow Tills
2l morntains, thal is. the sc-pal od “erescor-smapal
reg o’ I chronolog czl order, the Poilgaay, Calire

hiz~ three Lypes: lahu, 2ciligezng, and Way ao i,

1.1 Jiahu Type

This type is mainly disicibuted ia 1he 2leic uccus
upstream ol the Ying River, Muajor sites iccluce
tke Wuyeng linbe, Guozhueag, A'ganpsi, Luoke
Zawizaazng, Xuchouaz Dmgezheang, Cuizawmg, Yexicn
Weag:, Chompeee Saigu, Yaalne Ancienl City, Xiez:guay,
Liu Zbvanyg, und Xdpmge Xielozieng.

The Jicke sile ds i ke ens) of Juuaa villege. 1.8 kin
sculhwesl ol Rerwidu town, Wuyarg couny. Luohe
cily, The entre stte ds itreguialy ci-cular in plan, with
the lorrest diameler 1om soulieus. o rotthwesl about
280 n end the saorles. digmealer lron 1ortheas| o
southwes, asc.0, 730 m1, covering gr grea o ove 33,000
n*, 1t os currenily he Targest excavaed area, wilth
over 5,000 cultyral re'ics urearthed. e -natn calu-a
charagerishics o “the Juhu Bype are as 1olows,

st agdd nen (o niamy cellars, the-e a-¢ also r1any
hease sies, Secord, there ars Ay !,'ccufl([ar) buyria's
ard ol p'e nigrmeeals e the tombs, witt nore heae
imiplercants and Fewer slone np ernenls 48 prive soods
Third, mary (shing and Tuntiap, lools, <uch @x bone
aroweads, 18 spedass, bone Torks, and sinkers were
wiagared om e site ans crbs, Sonrll, putery o8
characerized by a vericty of (rpad shipes, inclucing,
Mu-slapce divg, (Canldre 1-shaped nipod £ 42, howl-

shiapad ding #9¥ ob , basivoshazed divy, 254, ol oy,

with arprelar wndlc 700 whicl aq¢ nat Tonnd o the
Peiligang ype. Filil, i serics of Lialn hane flares ware
wicarthed, which can play msical picees Tran £.000
(0 9,800 years zpon, with a sonnnd that cehocs thronghom
the universe.

T b ype cae be dividod o three periocs in

twriis of zge. “he TisL period Trom 9,000 10 8,600 yoeis
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220, abor L 300 years catlier than the carly period af the
Pei'igang Type: the second period ™ora 8,600 10 3,200
years age, aposroxinelely giruwiianzaas with the catly
perioc. of the Peiligang Type; and (le “hird period from
8,206 10 7,800 yeers ago. Tn sunenery, the 22c ol whe
Jiahu Type is raaglly aewweer 9,000 ard 7,800 ycars
220, l2aling lor about 200 years. Cher Xingeen, forme?
director end rascarcher of 11e Trstitale al Arclacology
al'the Chinese Acaderay ol Sacia. Scicracs, ones gave a
bril'iant cvataton: “Tae Jiahu Ca'mire is the Grst peak
of prenistorie Chinese culture, and the spars of Chincac
civilizetion was 1iz here.”

In 20.7, tac Henaa Provincial rstitute of Culmral
Relies and Archacology conducted a wrizl exeavetica at
the Xipirg Xiclzozhvang site ard discavered six wel.
re.ics, whiea are acazdy 9,000 years old. Five commlete
water-pulling vessels were vreartked, couble-cared pot-
shaped jars, and -ound belly jazs. Tac lower part of the
well (s mwerd.y contrzered Zor half £ cizele, iadicaring
thas Itig act a sorage c2llag, and rescarea by geological
cxperts on tac soll strata of the walls shews that the
lower leyer is en aqaitor, the vpaer “ayer i 4 weakly
pern-eable layer which has the geolegical conditions for
well-Cigriag, aad taerc is stil sprirg water gushing ouc
fron: tac lower 2art oI the well. [t has been icentificd ag
the eerlies: well in China nad ever n Last Asia so tar,
¢r¢ has pushed back ke Listory of well-digging in our
coLrtry by more than 2,000 yeurs.

1.2 Pcilioang Type

Tais hype v muialy diswcibazed mthe hilly accus of tac
eastern pert of Mouar Soag s>ordericg the Nocth Ching
Plaic. Tae Zocs is on the cizios snd countics of Mixian
County., Xmzaeng Cily, Zkeagzkor Cib, cte. T'he main
sies melude Kiazbeny Peiliguaz, Shewo Li, Xilugiao,
Mixien L’2en, Malicoggou, Cheagdongguaa, Qingsh:
Rover, Goarxian “Jiesaeareoy, Jaaxaur Saciquon und
ather places. 1he Peilizaag soe s loca.ed on 1ae lermce
¢l the bend ol the norla bunk ol the Shuiagi Rdver, §
km nozthwest o the Peilixaagr sie ia inzaeng Cuty,
covering ar ares ol 20,000 m’ The urec where the
Peigang Lyoe is Lound is peaerclly soeall, wilh ¢ thn
crelhurgl ayerand lew relics. Tere are Temy ook prts but
lew fouse sites Mosl lomnby ase straiza -lezized buricls,
and mest lomby e Tenerary osjecis, wilth pollery
pots, 2ouey bowls, slore axes, erc slenie skove s beng
the most common A “ew lemg g lombs have lunerary
obects suc s slone mitlslones and store prndie e rods
T e nyrrber of Iﬂmemry obrects 18 _z:,rene“;»t‘ly Iwo 10 live
picccs, ANE 507N “1EVE i Many s (wenly _p'iq:css T e
most rgoresentalive sralacls ol 1he Pethgans Ty e cre
stong rillsienes, s.one grind-ng rods, ~ongue-blade sleme

shovels, three-"egged bow s, sl -nouhed 22ll-be'lied
doub’e-car potg, and pol.ety with a zetlern of ridges. The
carbor-11 cang indicases 1that (12 sie detes 1o §,120-
7,510 years ago, ~lich is corg’sient with the sceord
phase of Y asu and Tas a visiory oF 300 10 900 yea~s. Tae
erecaors of Peligang primarily locused or agricilaza
production and reised »igs and #1cep as liveiock.

13 Wayaezni Type

Taia type 15 $,000 to 6,800 years ago, With a Suretior.
of abaut 1,200 years, seongirg to the latest stege of
the Peiligang Calware. This tyae i3 nmairly distribazed
in the west of Maaas Song and the Heluo River Bzsia.
Trmanortaat sites incluce Gongxiar Wayzozdi, Slhivldihe,
Wrluo Camp, Ruzkor =valzshayin, Yanshi Gacyz,
Miarchi Baacrn, Dergteng Shuargmiao and other
places. In zdditior., acre arc a.50 Wayacrzai tyaes in
Fengcherg Dezhangzhvang, Wryarg Degang, and
Ruzica Zavagsharzhai. [ts mzin evltazal characteristies
2re as follows,

First. black poriery wita a muddy rexre aceornts
tfor about 15%—a sianifican: proporzion. Tac mest
noradle featizes of this rype of zottery arc it kigh fring
remperauce. kacd texwere, thin body, nd recular shape.
Sccoad, the pottery color of fac muddy red pottery s
mostly black irnside enc red oassice. Third. the vrearthed
theee-_cimred pottery and cadially cerved sotery bowls
er¢ rue nthe Peiligang Crltuze. Lourta, the tooth-cdie
sickle andé bone dugier were fizst seer in the Peiligang
Cultare. ittk. stone rai.lstoacs, stone grincing cods, and
crived-blade stome sick-es uze rercly seer ia store tools,
showing a declinieg reerc.

In sccition, the mos: droodacnt feutuce of tke Shigu
sile o Chungee Cily, llenaa Provirce. is the long
duzalon ol lac Peiligur: Cultire accroitlaion, waick
can be divided ia.o lous peciods Lom ¢uzly 1o Ju.e, with
the cacly Yaagsaoo Culwee ¢sh luyer supermzposed on
w3, la terats of ¢ulurul reces, the senni-uacdespreurd
cave Loundu.aons, ¢irculer ¢sh pils, bag-shaped ash pils,
¢ro reclanguaar veriicel earla pils o' the lele Peiliguny
Cullure Zayer o the Shigu sile ase like those ol Lhe eory
Yimgshao Culluze. Tbe tombs are mos.y single-pesson
siverght-ler bure s, with g smiall mymser ol single-
person beul-le: or sing e-persen side burals, and ¢ ew
smgle-nerson eore ogrials, Mos, el them aee Nerary
objecis, UGt as slone tocls, sotleny énd bone lools,
ol zl leas. ong prece, ysually three o ive meces, end
up fo forrteen pieces, Irom e sersseclive of gerder,
nost of the “ornbs with bu-ia® ¢ojecls ave ocoupied by
worrer: (Fe tombs wetheut burial objects are nostly
male, re Techrg (g s enleanl posihon of women in
sociely cunry tte Pe limang Cully-e penioc, whicl is s

&y
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it shou'd ae in a maltriarchal socicly.”

2. The PelHgang Culture is the Opener of ¢the 8,000
Year CAvilization of China

The Peiligang Culvare was located in tke Cearsal
Plains, with a vest ercirory coveriag almost all of
roday’s Henan Proviace. The Ciszriburior. deagity of the
Peiligang Culmare sites is highk, with more thaa 140 sites
discovered to datc. which (s more han the total of tae
stes of the adjacear Cisban, Laogaantal. Heuall Pengrou
Mountain. and Shuanzdon Cutrres.

2.1 The Pciligang Culture is the Core of Advanced
Culture in the Central Pluins

As eacly us 5.00C 0 $.000 yeers ago. the Peligane
Cultere vaw the emergence of primitive agricultrre.
At tke Xinzheag Shawoli site miliet nzees of 1-1.5 m’
were discovered, with cease miler geains; the Xuchang
Diagzhuang size vacarthed s2ring mil.ct in senti-
subrerrereer houses; at the Jiaaa site muay cerboaized
rice gouins and slice hasks were discovered. waich
wiere culiivated facica rice wa Jheir crimitive lorm.
Tac crliivelion ol ree. welk the corles. cutivated rice
louad vn Lluacn™ Peogliou Moualam., may aave decr
teersplonled by the Peliganir pecole.

The Peilignag Calwre was prosoerous, und (ior the
eur.y Lo the lote periods it lormed he cullural enlily
wia ke largest 2opulation ol hel cote 1ae Peiliveng
peonle bed o concentraled cereery. with dense and
arcerly lembs, all ~eclamgular ¢erthen pils wilh ve-tica
buricls, Licing south, mios, y simgle=serson burcly, with
¢ lew jc'i'nl bumals, Iyi'ng on Lhei- sacks wilh ;-l'r;righl
postu-e, and buamna objects rangmyg From ore o en,
These buned with grave goods suc™ @5 sleme Tl slones
A2 slone grding rods 18k and pellery Hpods.

JATs, Or pols are fernale, wheseas those buried wi'h slone

soades, axes, or sickles are male This adica.es the
ertergence 0 11g render Civison of Tbor tn prodlaction
I cian e szic thal il was the powerli ] cnlliral core of
Peit gty (Fa allowed Chiness civiizaticn 1o corlifne
urrerripled (o thousinds of years, Hian Jiznys said,
I wizs the powe-(" milnence o the PMeihigans, Colare
thi. braugr, (he niiddle @rc npper reacles of 11e Ye'low
River regon closely (osetler, (has Tormiry the “Cenl-a
Plairs Cellure Arca’ el the Neollilie Ape ir the carly 7th
corary BCL and il alse breaglt more contact belween
the upper ad Towes reaches al e Yellew River, 2ic
Tower rcaches of e T Rives, aml ¢ven e raddlc
reackes ¢f (1o Yangze R ver wills e Caatial Mizins

-~

Cultate Arza”™

The origin of Chi1ese civiiization is a urily of
divesainy, end d'Terent ellural entilies 1eve mace their
cortanations Lo 11e deve opreent ol Clinese ¢'vilization.
Tle interection ol culiures Tas gradually Jormned én
ecvanced and &rong calural cote in 1le central 2lzing.
The axic ol i Fistorical herivege, “om ~1e Teiligang
Cu'ture, the Yangsheo Culwure, whe Torgshar. Culwre,
w the Xiz, Skang, and Zlou cynasties, e Qin, Han,
Wei, Tir and Nerbel dyasties, the Sui, Tang, erd Five
dyrastica, ard vp to the Soag end Jin dyraatics, has
never seea intermpred From the Yaer, Ving, and Qing
dynzstica to the present. the traditicazl advantagces of the
Ceazral Plairs Coltare still 2zve a tremercots anpact on
the upper and lower reaches o the Yellow River and the
nort1 and sorta o the Yergtre River.

2.2 The Powcerful and Prosperous Peiligang Culture
is Ricl in Inclusiveness and Crearivity

Why has Chinesc eivilization has beca able 1o continue
uninzerrepted and theive Zor o long? Xv Stunzhan
mersioned three poines: g pioncering gpicit. 18
inclusiveaess, and w4 teracious culwral ceacs. Ya Qluyw
proposed four poiats: “The contiauation of Chinecse
civilizetioa to the sresent Cay is fiest due to he vnificd
end endrcing writing sygter: sccond. the main Hare
of Chinese civi.izationa is esseatially aa cgriculiura.
civilizetioa: third, Chiacse civiizution hes not been
degtroyed beeuvse it hes always beer in un ozdecly
stare;, terrtk. Cairese clvilizetion has eveiced long-
feTL mmersioa i extremism with the core thougar of
the Doctziae of the Mewa ™ Zkao Shiguag believed thae
the four poiats proposed 5y Yu Qluyu caa be merges
wilk .a¢ Iwo poials merntivacd by Xu Shrozhar, acd
ore raoce skould be addec. ““Cha. s, in 1ke Yellow
River Besin, u swenp cod advenced Peilicaar Cultuce
had ‘ormed 8.000 to 9000 yeurs ugo. whick had a¢
erwozyoric loron vl all the cbove s1x poiats, was zich m
creidviny uad ioclusiveness, creuled prim:iive Wriline
¢ad primi.ive agriculiare, had Ienacions cultaru.
venes, aad a.way s led the wily amonyr conlempora:y
culures, zniding diverse culiures lowazcy vrdy wibowt

. . -
Iragnenlclion

2.3 The I"ciligu e Cullure hud Discovered Prisnitive
Archileclure, Agricllltural Tools, I‘ul,l,('.r'v I\Iaking,
and Cultural and Arlistic Achigyvements

The 2eiigang Cully-e TEITE BN the bew mmg of
Chimese a=chitegry-al hislo’r}—l}'e serr|-u'r.|.]e'|'gruu||;‘,
dwc‘]ing site ol seltlgneul, The !,'c“rl'i-un(lcl‘gl‘ou"l;ﬂ
house siles of the Pei'zang Culiure azz miest'y ¢r-oas
o= oval, with sing’e or ralaple roonss, The 10use siles
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excevazed at the Tangau site in Xinzherg have diverse
shapes. with sixzy single roonss end fazee dousle xooms.
Tac distrlbutior. of the house gires is relatively seguar,
divided into Zour groazs. Some of the hovse sitcs have
tae ciarccteristics o & centeipetal end ring-shaped
luyort. lez practical tuaction ¢ 0 realize the historica.
cransfocmation from hunting to scertlemenr, thuy
proricting -he peesperity of turting, animal husbundry
end tae pettery iacuvstry. I'zom (983 to 2000, sever
erchacelogicel exenvetions were corndreted at the liahu
site. resuliiag lo the discovery of house sites, pottesy
kilas, om>s, aad vrn buzials, clong witk ¢ sigaiticent
armber of cLltuze. zelics. 'Tae houscs are densely
distribuled, wilh 1ac acgesl crmser ol semi-uadersrouce
cave-.ike Fouses having an clliz.ical plan, Lollowed by

circulac ¢nd wreguler shapes. aad a small number of

square oF neary scuase shupes. 1ace house siles ac lae
Peiligunyr site aze moslly coccular. Lypicully, Lhey Einve
¢ diame er ronginye ror1 2.2-2.8 m. wilh sparse celumn
holes swrrovroine v LTaey Eave o slopiag or Izapezoica.
doorwilty dug ia ke soulh or soutbwes.. Lhere ure sloves

bull 'n e cente- ol the oot in the houses, wad some of

them are bui 1 with hey grass mixed wiltr maud, A large

Fizn o % Sone mnills ene o shone o w6l ag el "o

o Poiligang, © 2

cirew.ar seni-naderecround house site was discovered at
the Ticskenggov site ir. Gong Couvrty. with a diameter of
2.9 1 aad & door facing cags. The stens were Laid using
sone Dlocks and stone millstone tragmerts, leading
front the doocway to the intesicz There were two round
holes or cither side of the door There is else a Kiad of
cellac, which is usually rovnd und hag steaight walls,
witk a diamcter of ubour - n. Bag-shaped pits were
discovered us the L cor *Giliand Zkal Zhuang sites. with
same pits baving steps for eesy aceess. ‘The Peiligery
site s bouaded by the Adace Li dreirs. with sesidertial
£1coy in 1ac eust und a clan public cemetery m the west,
The tombs ace dease.y cistributed aad ureaaged ic ¢n
acderly munner. all o which are reclangulac cartkea 2it
tombs. Gerezaly, they are 2 m long, with a widdh ¢nd
deplh oL ¢bort 1 oz, Tace lacge toob is 2.34 m loag wnd
1.8 o wice. 'Ike head 1s sligh.ly westwacd 1o .he soula,
cad he Surial sly.e is mosily swagle-oerson upright
buricl, with ixc¢ividual >uzials Lor .we 2eople. There are
no burad tools, bul there ave reny lunesan obrecls. The
tombs ol the L gou sile are dislzidulec in wo areis, Lhe
weslera and rorthwes.em Harts ol the sile.

The serr-—uncerground aouse 18 he begining of

6y
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Chirese aschitectaza’ aisiory, o« 1l embryon’e form of
Chrna’s pritnit ve architectaral az, whiclh was diteelly
inhcrited 2y 12 Yangshao Cullue. The seuled lile and
gericu’ture of tha Pelgarg Callare promolad 1he use
al slore, bone, ard ponetry 0o's, witl larming 100ls,
hane 1aals, erc poliety showing zender divigior charac-
weristies. Specilical'y, “he [ollowirg manilesations can
he abserved

First, the catcgory penairs o the Neolithie period,
disringuished by arsifacts sucl a3 stone mills:oncs,
stone grinding roda, oathed stone sie<les, pest.es, and
mortass. The Neolithic culture of Teilizang i3 nozhly
amerked vy atone millgtonas and milling rods, which
zre meticvlously »olished across their entize suriace,
leaving no scars, and oxkibit a staadardized, vniform
shape. Tac szonc riillszor.cs arc erafted 7o rescirble
the soles of 82028, featuring four symmerrical feer ar
the hase, while the stor.e arindirg rods aze smooth and
well-proportioned. Accordirg to resczreh coacucied
by Zhao Shigaag. these wools form a complericatary
sct designed for cether farring. In conrrzst, stone 7004
from neighboring coltures were »redoriinantly craZcd
through gtrikiag eckniques, aad their stone arinding
discs ofter. displayed zregular shapes withoreo Zeer,
cendering tacm less stzble and less practical for tanning
parposes compared 1o sacic footcd counterpars. This
indiceter that the Pellizeng people had ulzcady acquired
the skill of »rocessing leather for wacmth. Zaltially. stone
millstones and stone grindiag rody were mistasenly
cegacced €8 Tstone miillstone ¢nd stoae griading rod”
used for graia proccssiag. seoviag dval functioons of
orinding aad polishice.” Llowever. bused on tacir design,
these tools ure moce necrretely deseribec oy versutile
implemcnls. Tacy caa be caployed 10 dehusk rice and
aillel, process olaer plunl ouits, grind pigmerls, oc loo
leatker (leure 2).

Stone shoevels, wolhed stone sickles, und stooe
pestles und mertars ¢oaslicale chereclecislic Neolithic
e ecls tbom the Peclicuay Cullure, Duriny the mulia.
excuvation ol ke Peil:guag sile, thizly-Lye stone shovels
were uneerthec, waile thiry-seven wese discovered al
the L7gou sie und Iweay-Lour al the ‘lieshenggou site,
cllesting Lo heir sussiartial querlily, ke slone gaovel
15 relively ¢ ongatec end ro=usl, weth ong specinen
wiearthec ol 1Vgou weasurine 357 ¢n i length. 1 e
s.ore saovel ypically Teawres a long, s erder sape
with g Fatenec, tin bocy and two edges thal are ground
10 ¢ longue-like shase, 11s saspected 1o ¢ a slone
shovel nigaded for use wilh wooden endles Another
varat. Fas a ‘ongue-shaped Hlice a narow, s]ung:zls::d
handle, and pronoarced shoalcers, The ue " zaacr ¢f
hindled slore slovels pemsisled mro e Tzig Yangshizo

Cultare erc otler Neo'ithic aulivres. Theze two designg
peedominan.y criginae ren the Peiigang-Frgou Lype
shex. The third 3tyle iz ehereeicrized 1y a brozder ard
shorter bocy. The blade edge end wp ere cither eligned
ar concave, will cl"aped notches oller. present on
hoth sides. Thiz style iz predomirant’y lfound a. the
7zishuang-Tiahu Typa sies and was lornetly re’erred
e 28 a stone ploagh. T. s rarcly cr.countered in Lhe
Neoli-hic crliaze ol -he Centza’ Tlaivs regior. Henever,
it is more frecuently discovered in e Hongshan Type
crlaaral relica of the Ligane River 3asir in nartlheasicmn
Chine. The shzpes Include lauarel [cat, brozd leat, and
poiated [ca® witk a triangular apax. The “atter wo
designs closely resemble the lete Poiligang stonc shovels
znd saould mose acerratey be clessiticed as swone
shovels rather t2zr stone ploughs.

The serratedcdge stonc sickie features & suraighe
blace with tecth, a curved beck, a concave scerion
bekind the bacl, énd a notea at the rear o tac scrreted
ccpe for attzening the haadle. Based on the positioning
of tac concave scetior: and k.2 nore, the aagle benween
the haadle aad the Slade is approximazcly 110 degres.
Tais =ype o sickle with er. upwerd-crrvirg serrazed edge
wag frequent.y discovered in Laszern Zhov Dyrnasty
rombs. The cezzer sickle witk & sereated edge uncarthed
from :he Cho 7omb in Xiusi site. Xichuaa couasy, also
exkisite e clevazion engle of 1.0 degrees.” The upwusd-
crrving seeruted coge tacilitates cesier cuting of dlant
roots which expinins why. after moze tagn 5,000 yeacs,
the stong sickle cvolved into a copper sickle that iy il
10 uee soduy. demoostrutiog its cnduriag practica.ity.

la the carly stages of cgricultueal developoteat, tac
pestle uad mosar 41 1 seoved s uaother eriticul oo,
for 2eaic processing. Xu Skea's Shuowen Jiezi < T
¥ cedices: “Peslle (ckr) is Lor soundiag,” while
“rozlar (iw) s ¢ aclowed-oul vessel wilially oLi from
the cacla, leler canved rem wood or sleac.™ 1he Boon
of Changes  <m - 72310 & staes: “Cul wood (o muke
pestles, d-g eurlk w Lorm mortizs—such tools brousht
immense beaeliv 1o all people.” According 1o Shi Ben I
>, Yoogln wvenied the mostar and pestle, whale fuan
Jame New Treative < 17 ol #0a czedils L0 X with
thei- creatior, Toling subsequent refiremenls lice lool-
opercled mechansis thal eranced etlicency len olid
Feend associules I'u Xa—u ligare predating Saermong
(‘If'e Dyine I‘an"ler)_wili' e IIl;l]l'l]g-gilll'f“h]g Uy,
saEpeshirg the wostar and Hestle’s antquity -I'such
eccounls hold, The reora-, a corcave vessel reserizlng
& wice pol base, was yoicelly slore-camved or ear’i-
dugr, Lazly cormmrintigs csed wooden or slong pestles
10 povnd seans repealed’y, ¢ Ticigntly dehus<cng e
mio edible rice, A~chagolog val evidence mdicares (T
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amorars aad pesiles erierged i1 soathern Chira 23 ear'y
25 1he laiz Teleolithic periad.

Mo~izr and pestle implemeats have 22en widely
digcovered in 1he Ceatral Tlaing tegion. The Tia.
sitle yicldad rice graing and multinle stone peatles and
aaters. Among twenly-two #tone pestle seeeimens,
2030 were reparposed [rom wern-oul grindir g rods, with
2 lew made [Fom pabhlcs. Those pea..cs aaare cemimon
leaures: sraoth [rieion surlaces a. bath cnds, roanded
ricecs with prominent adges, and quartz sardstonc &8
the primary materia.. Two examoles meaaure 12.5 em
in length wita a 4.5 em Ciamncter, and 83 ent in length
Wit a 4.55 e dizmazer tespectivaly. A stene morrar
uncarthed at the Jiahe site, eratted fram fereginous
quartz sandstone aad repurposed fror a broker s101c
millstone, measvres 35 cm in Tengtl and 28 e in widta,
with a1 ovel-staped depression ground mortar BT into
its thickes: scezion’. Az the second phasz of fac Peiligang
Cuoltuare in Jia County, Skriquan. wo stwone pestles were
uacarthed, whica were eylindrical, with £ firer upper
per: and a thicker lower pers, end Tae t02 was slightdy
Aar with an arc-shaped edae.

Ameng che aztifects from e Pelligang Culrare,
theze were asso steac axes with clliptical cross-scetions,
smal and flat tops, and curved cdacs, mostly made from
arayigh-green JImessone. $m00th and tiacly ceatsed,
gerecally meususing 7-10 ¢m In lengta. There was aso
¢ condiceruzle aumzer of smul £700 £X6S, FICUSUTIing
3-4 cma i lengia, Additionally. thece was a clreclar disk-
saapec coject, rounc. fully polisacd. with acat edges,
erd slighely convex upper and lower eircular surthees,
gererally measucing 20-24 em i cianeres L resembley
modera sports ecuipment such us o discus, bus ity
PUCPOSC is unclear.

These Neoalitkic polished stoae lools exaibit
contempuraneous cultures, Combiaing pracloceily
we.k reliaed crel smonsh:d, tagy demoeasize.e 1he

¢Ilisae cren.ivily and emereme uesthelic sensibzlilies of

Peailimang’s ancien inacbilenls,

Secend is the meking ol lishing and Lanling
bone tools and ‘he invenliva ol bone lutes. Al the
Jighy gile. 270 bore crrowheacs and 127 bore da-ls
wee ynearthec, Anong (Fer, one-lenth o7 the bone
creoweids 1ad blood mrocves between the spime ard
the 5 de edze, neregsimg he hyaang kill #lec. Abow
oug-therd ©."the sone da<ls had backwa=ds »p nes on
hoth s:des, with somne havillg ds MATTY 4y CWeTly or
more, il"lp“oviﬂg ﬁ:_:"ling elicizncy (Iﬁgure-, 3.4)

liore My es were also Lnear hed = (ke Jayg sile,
mostly #5 buria’ goods in nale lombs, wil: few Tound
m zshopils The bore Dutes were divided -nie two-ho'e,

Fisuc 2. Bone nwow aai eacnvales Som e u usile,

Jigere 4, Poze hacpeads excavales Zom wae L Lazy sile,

five-aele, six-kole. scver.-hole, ard cight-a0le tyaes,
£ll mzce from. th.e wiag bores of erancs, with a tozal of
more than forty picces. mos: of which 2ad seven sound
holcs. They are fae easliest scrics of bore flazes n Tac
world. with the imost varieiics, end caa still e »leyed.
A Zive-kole borc flute from liaav Phasc [ has very
sccocateseeles. Cach sourd hole produces a high acte
thet B9 <10 seme as the 57,67, 17, 2™ and 27 -oacs of
the Pythagorena wring system. In 1987, two sevea-kole
bongc Auvtes weee uncusthed from Jickr V2382, measuring
230 em: In lerneth, cupab_c of producing six- or seven-
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tare seeles. The mosl axguizile “wo-hole bane MMue
was adoraed with iniriczie petems all over, possibly
2 waing instrument ard a precargor 10 cecorative arl.
The tracitioral Clirese musie pentalonic seale, while
the hepratonie seale “s nol a Westera iapor., is £ geniug
inveaior alile Poiligang ancestars abauw 8,000 10 9,000
years ago, a pradact of ‘indigenous calwure. A bone Tile
uncarthed from ~ha Shaicuen site in Jiaxian County
hes ab leas. wen sound holes, arrergad in Lwo row s, with
the oizeh aeqacnce graduclly iacreasing 2y helf steps.
Raeacarehers believe ot wag & mning inarument used. [o
derermine she piteh ot cach aornd lo.c whaea makirg
bone flutes. [a the 1.200-year spen o the five sesred
boge flutes, the pitea of the 6' tone was very ¢.ose to
tac current tniverszlly vsed 6' tone pitch, or it was
szid to e the same as Zac curreat ‘nternazicnal plicch
staaderd. This cannot be corsidercd a rriracle. The Jialw
bone flutes can be coasidered a prelvde to Zae histery
of Cainese music anc zac Listory of Cainese musice!
instromeass. Tre Jickr Clinese Boac Flutes also refute
the Z2llacy tact “he Clinese Leprazonic sealc s forcign.”
end will coewrite the history of world music. 25 is seid
thet ac the Hehlelels archacelogical site in Gemany,
& four-ho’e tluze made of goosc bone (02 vuitire bonc)
was ¢iscovered. dating Hack to the OI¢ Stoac Age.
Altaough it kas a lornger aigTory, it cannot compure in
coraleteness and quantity to the Jiaho 2oac futes.

Third is :he creatioa of postery tripods and colored
petiecy. ¢8 well ag pottery Jigurines. Pottery tor dacly
use uppeared in the Peiligang Cu.ture duc to she aceds
of setr.ement and corcalture. Most of it was certhea ced
peTery, with saapes suck €8 ridocs. juss, poty. bowls,
pletes, busicy. Ladles, efe.. ull bendmade with uaeven
thickoess in the “ocy walls und o brie clay quality.
T3¢ pol.ery bocdies were rmos..y 1ed or orange-red, sorac
ia geay-bzown. castberwere withoul decoca.jons, ucd
surc-terasered po.tery wila paierng suck as comz-like
s2ols, jacised lnes, cnd nipsle-like oa..ecns. Among
them, .a¢ po.-sheped pottery tripeds urnd (ke deuble-
eured sphericel belly smull-riovtk -urs uneunhed [fom
the Peiligernyr sile were vern cls.anc.ive,

Le.tre the Neolthic Middle Perioc n Chira. aere
were [Wo TIZJOT syslemiy ¢l poliery Fom the erspeclive
ol cooking alensils: one was ¢ citcular-bollomn potiery
system marly composed of pols with lids and suppor.s:
the ot1er wits 4 lMal-o00o n 2otlery syslem manly
comnposed ol at-boitorred jars or besg, 17e croular-
botomred v.ens s had a Targe burr-y ares, Fealed
end cooed rood quiccly, an¢ becarre rainsirean,
Tre “midd e an¢ lower reacies of the Yangize Riyver
and (e gas.ern gouslal arsas were 4 1 e e plar
belom poltesy syslemn, The Peilizrang Cullare arg e

Cishan Cultite in [Tebe! were flai-botiom systerrs. The
people of Pe™aeng arealcd dollery tripads a7 tripod-
T'ke iens’ls based aa (he principc o~ comiplewc s of
cooxing aleazils, such as pos with “ds and aupporns
used by adjacent calwres, which reflected “he people’s
zhilivy 1o anicrb erd wansp ans, showiag irclus’veness
erd ercatvity. Kacwr 23 the Jral rec potlety “rinad in
China, i. daca Lo 9,000 years ago. Since the invention
al powery ~ripods, they have been very pepu.ar. The
Tara Phasc TT has becorme a mzin cooking utensil, with
2 varicty of tyaes, including por-shaped tripods, jar-
SAEPCC rinods, basin-shaped winads, cauld-on-shaped
tripada, ar.d so or. The Peilicang Culture, followad by
the Weish? Yiquanmez site aad tac Xin"ar Huaagae sire,
zrd later the Zkengzhou Dahecun Type, Heagere Type,
NXiawaageang Type of the Yenzshae Culture, aaé sae
Lengshan Culwre, al. used nemery winads oxtensively.
While tac people o Peiligang were asing »ottery
rzipods, they also rapidly spread <o <he surroundirg
Zrcas.

To tk.e nozth. in the soutiern arca ot Hebei Cishan
Cultuze postery ipods appeared cbour 8,200 yeers
2po. followed by meny pottery zipods in Beijing’s
Zacrgjizreying abour 7.200 yearss ago, skowirng a srend
of aracvally ceplecing 2asing and sapports. Later, sae
pottery teipods of the Hougaaz Type of the Yarzsheo
Cultrre becarae Tac main cooking veensils; 1o the cust,
there were ae sripods e tae Houli Culture of Shuadoag.
Alter the tripody uppeared in the carly stage of the
Beixin Culiare abort 7.500 to 6,000 years ¢ge, they
beewne widely popular and bad ouucy tyoes. As the
surc tioe, pots und suppors weee goeutly redaced. By
the time of the Dewcenkou Cultuce, dots cnd supports
were coraglelely replacec by pol.ery .cipuds; .o 1a¢ wesl,
ia the Laoguaa.ci Culiure abou. 7.800 10 7,000 yeurs
¢rro, There were maay jar-sacped Iripods (o2 three-lerred
J0:8) and pot-shasec teipecs. The Linloagr Liackow
Village sile, about 7,200 .0 6,500 yeers age, also hed
¢ copsidercho¢ number ol winocs. Aller ke Zmgkory
Cullure, the 3anpo Type ol'lae Yurushao Cu_lure had no
upods, and it seetned “hal potlery Irpeds aad extled the
G LiDz102g rerica

Howeve-, alter the Rynze Callvre, the Magodigow
Phase 11 Cuy tyre seemred Lo haye tecovered ils lormer
prespesity; (o the souta, he (_fhe'ngbeik'i Caltyre im
Hoer, aooul 8200 10 6,500 yeus ago, hac dee-be lied
Jur=shaped c10ds and pol-shicsed oods, By e Daxa
Cully-e, polery raods replaced pots and supoorts
10 becorrnie he mosl CREOT.ar. couk"il'g Llensils, The
Perg ou MoLnizn Co'ture =1 Henen Fag no I'|'|'_:od,-,'~
2r¢ by e Zao Cily Lower=class Caliure abowt 7,800 (o
7000 years azo, many (rpod-Tike wensils appearec, by
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the Yiyang Caifiayuer siie i1 TTunan azoal 6,000 yaers
220, poliery rinods ad replaced pos and ALpaorts
a become ~he main 2ooking atensils. Farther 2oulh,
pollery trizods anpeared in the la.e Neolithic Age in
Guzradorg, The Xigiao Mornain sie, adaal 5,000 years
220, had no 17in0dz, bul by 11¢ Qujiang Shrxia Culire,
zhort 1,000 yaers aga, pol-slaped 1rineds, basinrshaned
wripods, and plac-al apec. wripods 124 appeared. Furher
seutlcas., a. the Giai Temple site Tom asour 7.000
years ago, pol-shased tripads were uncasthed. By The
Xucjiagang Culvare zroand 5,000 yeers aga, many
tripods, cui (pitchers), and other vessel forms cmerged,
while 71 (ezrldrons) and supporting ster.cs disappeared
crtirery. 11 the Majiabang Culture, deting back rough’y
0,000 years, th2 pottery tripod had already replaced tu
zr.d suprorting staads as the primary cookirg uiersils.
In Zheciiang, ding appearec 1 the third end fourth phascs
ot he Hemrrdr site (5,800—4.700 years ago). [n Fujlaa,
the Taaghi Mouazzin Calaze (5,000-4.000 years ago)
produced munmecous higk-Z0oted dirg.

[ sammazy. the portery dine created by the Peiligang
pecople sarcad across the vas: exnanse of China,
reaching north o the Yansaaa, south so Haiaan, casr
10 Tac coastal regions, and west to Gense and Qinghai,
becoming the most cssential cocxing viensil 2oz agrazian
corimunitics in soutk.eastern Chira, By the Xie, Shaag,
«nd Zhou dynesties, ding evelved Tont potiery to
brorze, trunsizioniag trom cocking vesyels to ritua.
ozjects. The Nine Brenze Ding even becene symbols
of royel auzhority und ceremonal impertarnce. giving
rise to legends such as the “Yellow Lotpece: Custing the
Dirg.™ “Yu the Gzear Casting the Nice Ding.™ “King
Cheag Lstubliskiag the Ding.” aad “Resricviag the Ding
froo: dhe Si Roves” as well as commror dioms Lixe “as
weighly ¢3 nice diag™ (¢ »romise Lha. ooust be kept),
“asolish (be o.d aad cslabish 1he mew.™ “¢ husbrb of
voices.” Min the prioe oL Llite.™ el greul cezulaien.”
“lend s.coag support,” ¢rc “possess herculean s .cength.”

Comb-2¢lierned po.tezy 1s ore ol the mosl distinclive
¢ ovasuully sldking eawres ol be Peilizong Culiure. It
lirst appearec i the second phage ol the liabu sile, with
prizclive decozalive ro.Ls such os streighl liaes, curved
hues, end corb-poiried sk shaped 2allemns, Whale
comb pallerns Lded awiay 11 the Cen =il Plairs with
the dechine of Peripgung Calure, 1Fey spread widely (o
the norh and souli. becornmg én wimporarl decorelive
motl n anciert regional culiuees,”

Mexved poery deve oed frorm the applicacon of
red >]ip-o'r. peiery Meny sowls, bas s, and Jas frormr
Phise 11 of Jiahg were ceated willt =ed 5-p alony e
rirn s lefi unceated selow the belly, creang a broad-
Band peten, s s 1ows Thet the I’el‘i_gurt! peop]a;-

Sigae S v kA dlzC e o i Poiliveng Coltre “anusile.

laguce 5. Basn-szeped dizy eeacibes, al wze Uadhizeag Coinie 2oz sile,

aoreacy nmderstcod om0 apply sbp 2o prominent

arcas af patiery o docorac and hezulily uitilaszn
vassels, Tullillivg an carly acsther e scasiblivy. lis
slse Tores zcowed Lie paniad potery lechniynes ¢ the
Yangslhao Caliure (Dgures D, 6).

13y Lhe lzic Peligang, poriod, sottery was alicacy
heirg neie Lsing w wleel rather tan snrcly by Tanad.
At the Wayang Dagany sive of 11c Wayaazui Tyoae, o
hat=shizpeld potle -y turrtabic was arcathell—a s«
I'ke Torm with ustnraed adges, a raidcd cerler, aad &
Jau nop resermaling & hal. The irrer wall aeass eoacave
hawsiring pauzsrs, and the underside ol 112 titn skhows
sigaz ol wear, indicating “hal the harhapced urniasle
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Figmiee 7 Pevracon: Peaedeor b Resad Nedes eom he ' onz s ¢

Figrire 8 Pepledogsed =0 ireartbed 4 ac sa=ucile »7the Peaons Callees

wix placed inverted on the wheel Tor ese. The slow
wheel Fad an axle ard covld roalc. May pollery picoes
Mienn chis sie exBibit traces ol slow-wheel =clinemenl,
ncivalivg the use ol dis toal ¢ Snvennion of the
padey turrable acoelcmated and skacdacizad the Tonn
il srwollness ol paveny, a teclimgue Tz maerilal
ol adipred Tor poreclain kil carntables, which were
identicel i design. & AC e Dagang, sile, a sollery an
was dhiscoversd with Jilteea Con cslicl ochire striaes,
1kely paicted vsirg “he slow whcel’s raration (ligures
1-%),

Fourtl is pa.cry @l sealpie az. e Petligang,

site yicléad potiery senlpra-es o’ pig heacs aml ~skeep

heads, which @rc obvions’y evidece o™ the encerpenea
a” conmestic #mmal hasHancry in the zericultnral
civilization. he sip hcad seoplure Tas @ promisel
pig 1cse, looking foolish and cure. erzging he chraolic
cores of thie Wer aad Jdin dynass s, the Sevea Sepes of
ths Banboo Grove. Tviry Trecly aml aascending rina
ctlucet un. Amang, thene, Raan Xiar, @ mcriber ol a
noblo Tarnily, @ Lis c2asives gethered iahe couryanl

w diirk from a Jasge wine sol. e zioma o the wine
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spread, sadderly atrae.ng a group of pigs 10 distrb the
gellerirg. The other «elatives disl’ked 1 end hrricdly
2ol u2 10 avoid it. Oaly Ruan Xign drank will the
nigs, slaring 1he lun, astonisl’ng 1is relatives. This
cvenl became a cegendary s.o7y massed down by later
gereratiors. All thirgs Fave sp'vios; pernaps Raar
Nian couwd Lave ranscended time arc speee, anc was
inlected by the arnistic chare ol Lth's aotery pig head,
zllowing peenle o truly aadersiand his siy e o drink ng
with the pigs, a style that is crmotional, free-spirited, and
schalzr'y?

The »ottery sheep head scems o be the ree< of a
prostrate .ying shcan. with high hotns, a simale ard
concise shape. The people of the Peiligang site hac &
conncesion with sheep ir. Taeir lives, usirg sheep as a
symdol of ausniciousness, which szems to aave Heen
torrred over a long perioc.

Tiac E’gou Beipgang size, which has & cultaral
zpoearence Like the Peiligang site. .50 discovered
petery sculptrres of auman figares and auman kezds
tfrom 1977 w 1978, datiag bacx qver 7,000 years.
Tke poitery hwmman head seulprure vncacthed 2t the
L'gou Beicang site is the cazlicst cage of hurian kead
seulpteees Zound 5o taz. Tke remairniag height is 4
en.. the color of the pottery is decp gray, the head s
flat-topoed, wita 4 wide aose und dee Gyes. U seep
foreaend, u promirent chia, a tlat mocth, end a sligaly
square face. resembeling €n old womaa. Alzhough it
wag sculzied carclessly. the saepe is nalve, not sceking
simi.arity, bur the ambiguous unc implicit cxpression
1y full of ckarm. This head scelyuce was beea selected
for inclusioa in Shao Luoyaag's Diciivriary of Chinese
Line Jris: Prekisioric Sculpiare (Shenghei Dictionury
Publishiag llovse, Decentber 20025 the author s ¢lso
uae ol the main conwbutocs). Cuzrenily. il @5 slorec o
the Lleran Provincial Instilute ol Cullural Relics azd
Archaco_ogy.

Lilth, the Lupis lazul: bead aeckluce aad .a¢ ivozy
cury ¢d courd. Lhe Jiohu sile is curenlly the Largest
excuveled urec and Lhe niosl cbundaal i uneuriked
culirel relics v lae Peiligen Culluze. During 1ae eizath
crcaaeologicel excuvation [rom Seplenber wo Deceinber
2013, i acoitior o The bone Tues, bone lotk-skaped
o s, tarlle skel’s, und other ariileels uagartaed in
C1e Previos seyven excitvalions, Tor Jag lirst ime m
the ror Fwestern par, o " lke gxcavalion areg more
Crian D200 preces ol Tunera-y lapis lazuh omarreris
were discovered, 1aese seered decoratons, ingludivg
head oraments, neck zoes, brace’ers, ard earrrys,
demorsi=ae the arhistug pursint of bealy n deco=aron
by the prirnl‘,.ive anceslo=s, exquisile cr;tl".,ullu;r.s]lip
ski'ls, and e seleclion and masig=y ol hard -nalerialy

Fivn 2 Togmwi<e “ond orrame 1 onea thed 41 o Tabnsike,

1w suggess (han there may have heer acerain deyree
al d Mleentiatior “nhe heg=archy e zoring o7 o’ al
thal tirme. Laps Tazunn, with s naarea’ly pure melerial,
heigh. colors, and dazzTime sy klae, dak vresn, ard
aaer colors, gives @ sense ol vitalily, Wearng siriple
yel creiaave Lapis lazch omarnenls sesns o lave roble
conmotations aral is 4 sy nol o nability and power.
116 Tapis Lamli crall a'so sovicaed a somee al vialty
o k¢ “nhe=anee and irrovatior of 1F¢ X aml Slaang,
dy rastics (Niguzse 9. Lapis Lazuli s one all e o' dest
antl rarosl porslores e chie world. Acconling (o dista,
the Tapis lazali soceeal e Chie: can zcconnl for /0%
af i wods wotal, w b Henan, Arhn provinees,
and othier proviices having original irines; e high-
quaality origiral ines zr¢ rmanly locaeld ir Zlushen
County, Stiiyan Ciy, Taber ovines. The ivory carvetl
hoards uncarthed at the stie ace boau Tully made, 2l
thelr Zhong character dosign i~ extrenely rere v i
Neolihic Age sites.

Sixth are the carl-esl zoliery, atifac.s, ca-ved
symbols, er.c aragle bonge inser’plions in Chingse history.
Severnzen carved sy1aal: weore fouad on urtle shells,
hore imzlenenii, stone tools, ard povery arcaihed
frore 11e Jiclu. sive, includirg rine on turile shells, 1l rce
a1 hone ‘mp.cinents, Lwo on &.0a¢e 1eoly, and three on
pauery (F2ures “0, “1).

ARTHISTORY )b
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Lugare 1€, Llzkec, somazos 0a eroise shel 2o me sy sae.

ProZeseor Zheage [uzkorg, in the Deperement of sitc. proposced taat these carved eymbols could be
Scicace and Techaology History end Archacology «t coughly civided into theee cutecorics: tac Arst category
the Lriversity of Scicnee and Tecehaology of Ching and of symzols, anclyzed tront their skases, ¢ll consive of
the leader of the excevation and rescurch of the Jicko multi-stcoke combdirations, which shoulé coataia the
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Ligure 11, Zczed sybels ensloas soels Zom e v sile.

earver's eeriein intention. recozding u specitic cvent:
“Thezefore, these symbols have the nature of primitive
writinge.” Taece are aiac such syrodols, accouatiag for
more Taen aelt of she discovered curved symbols: “the

second eatesory of curvings arc 0a stone pigments or
potery weighes, end it 18 20t excladed thas they were
used for stumping purposcs: the third cazccory 14 also
auriezous, but ull are cerved oa rurtle saells, similar

ARTHISTORY /7
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w12 sane y ae of poliery inseriptiors in Hanao ard
Jiarg Zhai, end ey have e aature of caanting.” The
carved aymrbols aa turile slells are eliza ir prominent
pazitons and suggast 1he dicection ol (he turile skel’s
placemient: “Tn tha seme omb, there arc someticne: one
ar more ke shells with symbols, and “1¢ sy:nno.s
zre nol the same, indicating thal the symbols ere rol
the personel mark ¢l “he wrmb owner. Vulp'e earved
syrbola appear on w2 same s.one 1ocl.” These symbals
heve a strong pictoarzeph’e natire, siuea ag oye-slased
zrc gate-shased, which resemdle ater writing. Profesaor
Zhang ‘azhoag szid, “[a my opinion, tirst, it is ror a
aMare writing &ystem, bur a carvad symasol with e
nztere of primitve writing. Seeond, it may have sorie
relationskip wita the origin oF Chinesc characters, buc
not a dircet vac. For example, trom its strueure, writng
order, and carricy, It should have some coaacetior. with
Chirese eazracrers.”

Tle liahvu czrved symbols are carlicr than ke ancient
Ezyptian pasyrus texes and the cuncitorm texes of Tac
two siver bagins. and ace 5.000 years carlier than the
ozacle boac inscriptions of the Anyeng Yia Ruing. Tae
mysteriols symbols of the Jiche carvings have sparked

cscarch and speculation abovs the origin of Chiaecse
charecters in the ecademic communizy. ard there heg
been 1o unitied conclusiorn. to This dey.

Thke nataor aas deer ercuged in the archacology of
Central Pluiag act tor ozore thun six dececes. I'rom tae
yet-m0-be-puklisacd morogeapa The Lssence of [leluo
Ciulture rvolume I and Volurie 2;, it (s no: Citficrlt to
sce thut siace the begmniog of the 8,000-year aissery
of Chirese civilizatioa witk the Peiligaag Culture of
the Ceatzul Plains, it kug exoericreed tae cncicnt stute
cru ot the Peiligung Cullure, he Yaagshuo Culiure, and
the Llenaa Lenpgshar Cullure: the Kirgdom era ol Lac
Alde. Sacre. aad Zhou dyacslics: und (ke ¢apire ea oL
the Llua, Wes Weslera Joa, Nochero 'Wes cp o the Su:
cod ‘Leag dynaslies, aad vae Nozthera Soagx Dynusly.
Tae crimn, core, uad irkedlence cxis ol Chinese et
¢l (architeciure, puirting, sculglure, azts anc ¢rulls,
end Chmese calligrephy ) az¢ besically o the Central
Plaias recion. repzesented by the Lous cnocient capilass
al [ uoyeng, Zkenayaou, Anyane, ond Karleng, and
the llelo Culture aircle. with a ¢lear mhenilance 1 e
Chrnesg characle=s eve experenced o loug risiomical
process Iromn oriwiv o malriy and per ectior, The Frst
caiegory ol Laky carvongs Fag the nalure ol prmnine
wriliir, By (he Brlilog capita” sue o7 the Xig Dyrasty,
;al,huugh thae vargly ard cuantily ¢of the cerved o) mhals
mereased, ey genained Tike priminve wring, with 4
trre sap of more tha 4,000 years, snlzr'y, the Jahy
Carlle skel” carvings and piciog=uphic palleras, and

Fiv ac 12, = dled ™ 7 (eye) wrachor inzeriofme o toroise <1¢7 tiom the

Jialu s e

the maare eracle bone civinzlion inseriptions ol e
Anyang Yn Ruing, al3a have a time gap ol more “har.
7,000 years. On “1e tight laner abdomen ol the Tl
wartle shicll, tacre is a Hictogrephic eacrecicr - the cye,
which ia the character nrl. According ta carboa-141
deting date, the age ia 7,762— 128 vears age. Tria similar
to the wrizing style of the cheractar miw in the oracle
buac inscrprions erd bronzes £,000 years later (fgore
12).

Archacologists 'vdged Zrom the plkenomeaca that one
s.de of the syimbol’s strokes was relatively evea, and the
oher side had a slightly frayed cdgze. thar it seemed o
be carved with a siagle-edecc knite. Experts retersed o
the records ia “The Book of Chariges-Explaraiion of lie
Nexagrams™ that “Li i the aetle™ and “Li i8 she cye.”

Addiconally. Caincse culware and ar: scem to be
£330ciated with wine, hus forming 2 wine colore. I
1923, at the liahu site. 2leven cecllars werze discovered,
end tac inacr walls of the broken »ottery tfragments
uncecthed, whica deted dack to ¥.600 to 7.200 years
£eo. still had some residuce <het weee suspected to be
wine stuias. Atter naalysis, the caemical composition
of the residucs was touad to Se lixe medecn rice, 1ice
WILE, £rase wine, decywax, grape taanicy. £nd some
herbs. uad coaswiacd hewtborn’'s ckemicel compoacrts.
Tac anulysis resclts showed 2act the poreery coatuiacd
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drin«s miscd erd lermerted from e, honey, ard [fuits.
This is the carlest evidence of wing ‘ound i1 Ching <o
lar, and “he cariiest wing substeree ir (he worlc, hailed
23 the “ancesder of raman wire.” For the Jiahu Wire,
expers have verhod 1t 1o be & mixwire of rice wing and
haaey:' (hare is a'g0 & thooty 1221 'L may be hawthormn
wine. The gppearance of Jiahu Wine indicatas thal
Chira’s w'nemaking wechnology i 1,000 .o 5XX) years
carlicr than 11¢ “ancesuwa’ D Keng” ol the Shang and
761 dyaestics. Tt 123 advarced the wnenakiag record
previously helé. by ancient Fgypt by acarly twe thowsand
years. Jiahu Wing Tas corfinmed tha: he Central Plaing
regior. is the origin of Chir.ese wine culre.

The rescarch team of Profeasor Gong Decai from
a2 Deparmment oF Science aad Teeknology History
znd Archacology of the University of Scieacez aad
Techneology of Clina cerected the residue of sik protein
in the abdomiazl s50il samnles of human zemains in two
rombs ar the liahu site. According to the ana.ysis of
the weeving tools and boac necdies fornd at the site,
regicents raay have consciousy vsed sill: £hers to male
sk 2,500 years ago. This hasg pushed tae archacologica.
cvidence of the appeazénce ot Clainese sitx nearly
2,000 yearg carlier. The zesults were publisiaed ir sac
inzecnational acedemic journal “PIOSONE ™ ("Public
Library™). The zesicr.e of gik protein found at tae Jiahv
ste. known as Tiahu Sils, Eas confiened tact Ching way
the tirst couatry to invent and ctilize silk.

By ceveeling the conaotutior and extersion of tac
Central Pleins Peiltgung Cultere, it cen e knowan taat
ta1e Peiligung Culture is vacoubtedly the opencer of
Cainese civilizatzion. Regerding the carly Neolithice
period of sac Peilignag Cultuze, which detes to 7.300
o 9,000 yeers o, il is cecognized by (he acudemic
cormuaity ag 1ae “trst culucal besiare wilh ¢ defnile
peried ol record fa 1he long river ol Chinese ra.joaa.
lustory:” il is also knowr ¢s the liabu Cullure. Prolessor

ENDNOTES

7erg Juzhong, 2 atocasar al 1ae Universily of Scienee
2ad Teehnology of China and 1he dirceior of the
archacclogieal excavelicn of “he Tiahu sile, was ‘nvited
0 27ve a eetarz on *The Tizhn Site—A Forgotien
Scercs rom R,000 Years Age™ at (he Heran Muscunm on
Noverrbar 29, 2014, Given tais, the Ligwory o7 Chincse
civiiization sceni 10 be able 1o be wraced 2ack 8,000
years, 1aal is, “he ere of tae Teiligang Cultare, or the ara
al Fu Xi. Att zrd 1he otigin ol hurmans are syrehronous.
T4e aistory of Central Tlziag ast, and aver the history of
Chirese art, cer be azid to Lave begun with tae practica.
arts and erafts, potery, carving symbals, and oracle
bones of the Peilizang Culure of the Cenrtral Plaias.
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