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The Gender of the Image: 'emale Tendencies in the
Unmannced Stretcher Image on Stone Funerary Bed of the
Eastern Wei Dynasty

Doz Rui

Alistruct

I store Tuaeray bed o ke Xoo Ganedy’ ok for Ieag Sergha, i e Pasiern We
Dyrasy. Anyarg lcélures g civing ol Lwo pessons trarspesing an crply steclener. A
nearly identical seene aapears or arceibor Farcrary bed of the sare perod. cerrertly
housel i e Shenzhien Goldswene Muscunt ol Arl. Scehaarly am ysis has identizicd this
sl s an adapation o7 Yee 1 Gu's ilial ey story—a reewssieg heme e Dynasty
e ergravings. Nouaky, the depietioa civerges e ex.uel accounts by omritlng L
sucloner s oceupan., g velserate arbstic che.ce by the cralsimen. Feng Senghei. @ Laae-
ilcgraled aeolewo i wnriersed i Xiarse: culwre, erbreood indigenaus racitions it
reversed gender Becerchies, Her Fancrary bed’s composraon vndersceses his collura,
tuaton: wile e nraave estensioly ce.cbraies Yuan Go%s vevol.en the corspieucasly
veea. steeloner aymbohizes tie absence ol mmaseulaie leage (Leeditionelly casecia.ed
w.liber paicma. greaclebern). Jae s axaposition ol Lwe nale searers and g seatary leale

Ligure reanloress thie Neoacoce. peradigin el (G ¢ aseendarcy., cadezreang Len Tihal

coaveat.eas ozl 2 ciatarelz] Jons.
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T4e s one Tunerary bed, = dcl'iui"l_'-_: ‘eayre of Northe-r
Dy-asties burial practices, (ypically bors irtricae
carvinus raging (rom Sogd an cultural mol:Ts 1o
prevalea. gl prety narralives. Schalirly ¢eeoding of
Crgse 1corographic represg 1l4.00ns remains a cenlrd.

focns ol research A case in puial is e reclangular

screer-style (hneria-y el gxcaviled 11 Anyang, Cated 1o
the Tastemr Wi pesioc (W Diny, s xih ycar, 348 CL).
i~ denble-pavilion stimchre (cacnes (wa ve carvel
scenes o b iener walls—pririandy Tl tales amd
depiceons of “he tneh ace asants—ira<ing il a c-ilical
athilact for nrcersanding marlazry customs al k¢ cra”
Nolab'y, 16 liral sconc or the righl paad sonreys @
crivmhic ciuply shiccher, which Tias sparhod par.calin
inlerest nis sy nboiie signcficaace.

A nca-idemical sxamole is w1e Xu Tanily s stong
lur.cezcy bed Tor Forg Scongqn, whese «1oactaral
cornzlexity wirtars critual symcacsis, Corposed of
for se-cens (lwo Maaking cach side, 1wa frortaly, the

modu’a- doxign s anchored by raa bves, Fach scioen

DOE10.64212/)FGCRAS7

besrs (ree religl, lotzlng Lwelve rarral-ve pene's,

Whet vigwed lel. (o rigal, che corogrphy nnfo’ds as

follows: three levnale agsqdaris, three Temale ateadasris,
ard a carl (Ngure D); Guo o Sureyiey, hes son, Goo Ju's
nollzr rureeng her grindsor, he (einzle tonb pwner,
her rale cauverpasl, Tir oy, ére ) ng Lar carvng,
wood o sepport Tis parers (Ggre 2); cavalzy, and ¢ra)
depieaois o7 Yean Ga (Tignre 3y—l¢ Laer imchaling,
the pravacanve emply strelelor,

I e Tast o=tping imeee af s stene bell) 1w
peep e, one e fant 4] one behiml, are ca-rying 4
saectoher with ro are vk UTis s alnrost the sarme as
the trape or Jac stone imerary zad colleetod oy the
Shenzhor Goldslors Mascart ol As7 (Tignee 1), The
zutho: Tas idernifed this Jvage e~ bal ol hzl grarlson
Yaan Gu,”and it s a sel contnimalion will a stone Harl
hizse dated 1o the Tornh year o7 Ningle (32 CL), with
the 1o owner seiry 7o L)

Obviaasly, the rnages on those two store lircoany

hecs wers nol caused by misteke by 1he cratsiren, bul
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The Genhder of Ihe lmage: Femal e Tendendies in the Unmanned Stretcherlmage on Stonc Funcrary Bed of the Eastern WeiDynasty

1. Combinatians with Original Tniages of Tilial Piety
Stories

To analyze the unique zspeets of -he filial siety
narzatives depicted on this stene tnerary bed. we
will conduet a compreheasive review aad aralysis of
the imeges cecuted to Yuen Gu frorm the Haa Dyaasty
tarough to the Nocthera Dynustics Desiod, wirling to
ideazidy aay rotable issues within them.

On the second decosaive segister of the W Ziung
Shrine in Jiaxiuag Coucty. Shandoag Proviace,
seventecn corseeutive aurrative panels uatold ueross the
west. reas, end cust walls, The secreace begias on tac
wesl well trom righl w letl: Zenigzi's nrolaer weeving on
¢ oo (Zeagmu beows the skullle). Min Zigina dropy
hig mulle. (Min Zigiaa -oses ke benmer), Luo Laiz:
coneses his purerls (Lao Lajzi coteriuins 2is purents),
¢ Diag Laa ollers ¢ wooden edigy (Ding Lan preseans
¢ weeden mother) (Lliguse 2).

Omn .he rear well rom right o lell 1a¢ scenes depict
llax Boyu exduring o llogeae (Llen Beyu endures
whisping). Xiag Qu nowdsaiagr his Liher, Doy Yong
se ng ririsellirio senvilude (o suppott Fis parents,
J';["lg /hgrngxu'n She imio o Zhy Vll'r.g, 11 skan prolects

e young maste?, and Jin Vdi pays respeats 1o Congorl
Yaa (lfigure 6). The cast wall rins “om right o le,
end 1he desictiors irch.de “Three Prelociares’ Filizl

FEscrmplars™ (8an Zhou Nieo Ran), “Righ.eons Deed of

Yang Gong,” elong with Wei Terg, Yan Wi, 7hao Xaa,
erc Yuan Gu (hgure 7). Among “he sovenleer images,
vireen depiet filial piety 2arratives, whie the loar
non-l'ia” scencs porray “Virtuous Flder Brothe” (Zhu
Ming). “Three Tarighe Cormanions™ (San Zhaa Xico
Rer), “Peragan of Riglreonsncss™ (Veng Gorg), and
“Loya. Reteiner™ (T.i Shan).

Upon carcful anzlysis of the cortear of the thirreen
images of the story of tilial 3013, we find that aix
crashasize the Slizl picty to tae mathes, ramely, 7Z.2ngzi,
M:n Zician, Ding Lan, Han Boyw, Jiaaz Zhanzron, and
Jn Midi; five depicr the fillal picty to the tather, narmely
Wei Teng, Yaa Wu, Zhzo Xun, Xing Qu. énd Dong
Yoag. In additior, Lao Lziz: I3 4lizl to his parents, and
Yazr. Gu I8 £ srory o a filial graadsoa. From tac aumber
of mages of filial picty to the Zzther or motlker on tac
Wu Lizng Shrire, there is no obvious geader ias, so it
scoms taat the images of the story of flial sors In the
Lzstern Han Dynasty have not yer cleacly exprossed the
dirceriora.ity of fillal piety ro the fatker or motiacr.

Fion & il ot sheocons i res on =0 Wes wa of ¢ Wi Tlia

oz & Filial ol izl ecns tie o1 erea walleltle Wil ian

Fimn o 7F0 o o gl cons ligurs on ‘e Fesl wall el ilhe WaTiang S0 ..
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Ligare § Ledl sds 2znel ot (he Szl piesy Zorsaive o Yoz Me's Sroce co—-L
Lugare V Ligh: cide 2anel ok (ke izl -xery 22ezafrve o YTad Me's sloae sot=,

A stone lone-ary sal se-cer in New York, coniposail
al’ “ua store slebs, Tas three imepes oa cech slzb, The
arder ul 2he ages Tram el ngltare he ceromoma)
procoss on. ¢x carl, and Caa g Yuan Cing Wang, i, il
fcrale tarmb owner; e omb awner, Dong Yorg,
sud Ding Lan; Can Shur, car-zpe, and ceronare’
procession.? There zre s imepes of Tlial sons o s
ste Tunerzry buc, exceopl Tor (he inrage of Yaan G,

zre the remainieg Nive rzges s of (lial sons Guao D,

Waag 1, Ding Lan, Car Sty 2l of wha:mn show Chia’
picty to Ve motler, ane culy Dong Yong wio s 10ws
Aliel pioy 1o the Tahen

T2 sery af fit'al sors on tic Yuan Mi stone cafTir.
has a total of wwelve images, ~iF 1ea fil‘al sons.
Acecriirg 10 the order [rom “he “ac:. aleck 10 “he head
hlock, the lelt $°de image has 3o Qi, Bo Qi, Dong Yong,
Tac Taiz’, Stn (%), aad Yuan Gu ([fgare R); the
rig. sice 1rage has D'ng Laa, Han Boyu, Gruo T, M'n
7ig a1, Mei Tier CLi, Mei Jier. CLi ()2 3 ) (haure
9). There ere live storics of [ilial pic.y 10 e ncther,
neracly, Tao Teizi, Vin 7Zigian, Guo Tu, Han Boyu, and
Diag Ter., aad [Qur &laries 0. Clial picty 10 the Etler,
nzrely. Shun, Bo Qi, Dong Yong, erd Mei Jian Chi.

Tle stone funcrary bed, or.ec in the 2allection of C.T.
Lec (Lu Qiazkal) i3 now houaed ia the Muscum of Fine
Artts, Bostor.. Xv Jin reconstroesed its coafeurztion,

E‘-_,IEI_L,-.:_ 2 - i
-_:r'i*i*'&'-'tﬂl.._;' =

s e

went-Tyirg a Tayaat of diee naqrative pencls o cach
Taleral ~ercen and ~ix pasichs on he central ~ereea. e
soquene, amanged Trom (2N w righr, comprises “he 1
screen (Fearel0): Year G (epearal Twice), anc ox
Gara e central scicen (gma 1°): Ding Lan, Ca’ Shu,
Lizo Lizizt, Dong Yoy, @] Shan (reascice twee); @l
the -ight screer (Cpu-c12): saldled horse @l Guo i
(rescatod 1wice).t

IT¢ narative cyvle fualiiss seven d'stiact ia” picty
suarios, vategurizel as Zollows: with the cxeeotion of
Naer Gu, dlial sors serving Tathc s—Dorg Yong (sclling
booesell into seryvitude 1o bury Tis fathen) amd Shur (twice
depiciad, endurirg Hlicl irals for ais father), (lial sons
serving mothers—Dirg Tan (carving a wooden elfigy
for 1is metlher), Cai Shun (gathering wild 2harg feor
hig motler), (.o T Cwice depicted, bury'ng h's don 1o
corserve tiee o1 hiz mrother): and [lizl son se-viag both
perons—Iao Teivi (eruerizining Tiz elderly parens).

The stone N.nerary bed ol the filial san lrom the
Nortlera Wei Dynzsty, hovged in the Nelson-A-kirs
Musican ol At ia the Uniwed Stedes, [celures carvings or.
bath sides. Trocceding rom 1ae (oot blocs to the hee
black, the “eft side depicts (Ju) Wei, Ca’ Shaa (figure
13) and Dong Yong (figure 141); the righ: sice depicts
Yazr. G, Yien Gr., Guo Ju (foure 15) ard Skrr” (fizare
16).
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Fau 12, Riect o e sto cline my Dol zaee (L0 O Ziad Dellection, Toe Musean et Fiooe A, Sosto .

TTe o laheled “Wer Hestiaes the story ol L
Red Eycbrows Asany (Chime Inn) and Wang L~
Anony, these cie Nilial oicly stosics inclode two (ai
serving nethors, Cail Shar aad Gue Ja, and two To:
sciviry fahers, Shun aad Dong Youg. Wery Lin, siylald

Ja Wai, was Trerm Runien cortmandery e e Bastemn

I Dynesty. Whor e was o has teens, ‘s arorls
hath passcd away . Do to he chaos in the worll, people
were Toaieg, bt orly Waag Linaad hls Drothess sty el
by Lhcir percals’ praves, weoping, irsessactly, Warg
Lin’s younger srothe, Wang i, crue woent oal aml

cncourreral 1ho Rod byehraws Ay, and was aboul

1y
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F au 2 '8 Xighe side g'the Neithzin "'We Ryveasty tilial soncstone zo0in, Yuar Gu, Gue Lo v,

Ficwe (5 R glsice of e Mo e Wai Dynasoy 1 =01 soeenllic, S o v,

o bu caen by “hicin. Wang Lin bewne hinsel T amld
requusice 1o dic before Wang i 'The Red Eychrows
so'diers ook plty on thenr ardelzased he two hrotl2is.
THis glory is rot a Nlial picy story, bul rather a slary of
2 righiooas mran,

Alllll.’l}!} the NilTal son slucy p:':.ill‘.ing’_!i on the ~stunce
fnsiary beds o~ swone collns from the Norhera Wei
Dyrasty period, wltch ae conbined with (12 story of
the Nial grandson Yiaa Gro, ae cannot coreinde lrom
the ceent of 11 painngs “hat the [lial son «orics will:
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(goee Lx Clups A'She sroee y-gaty bed ler sice sreet Goo Jy - onage

IMAYEs of the tihgl gr;mdsun Yuan Guo have a lgrmirme
wercer lendercy, ;,1|I“|(\1g]| (te content ¢l show myg [y’
pies (o (ke moler i rore (han bt 1o the 3(her

IHowever, 11 (he process of soreny ol the matzrizls,
we ound “hal i the T:le Norlierm Wer Dynasty the-g s
2 tlear chroaclog cal record of stong funerary beds and
stong callins with irmages of 11e s.ory o7 Yaan G, and
the tendency o ~low lilia” =iely (o e inather is very
strang:

ITe stone (unerary bad of Tan A™She (527 Cly), in a
privile collecaon i laiwi, s cormosed al (o slone
slibs will “iree petncies o cael slab. rrom o 1o
ripht, they zre: Cal Stam (Tigere 17), Gueo Ju, Gna In
(Trwe 18); (emle zlorcants treve ey, ox e, Mol
tenih owner (Tigare 195 e travelars, saddle g

harse, Temmale ancndarts ravel ng (Feore 20); Yean G,

Yaer. G, Yuar G (higaze 21).

Or. 12 Tian A’Sle stonge Tungrary bedd, the ‘rrages of
the Nilial son storics, cxeen. for Yuan Cru, Cei Shun and
Guo Tu, all show “he conten. of 2rowirg Jilial picty 10
the motl 2 (hare are ac image: skhowng [Uial vicly 1o
the Zther or this stone functary bed.

Tl Tfrant 2enel of the Norhern Wei Cao Tan stoae
colln (528 C=2) is carved with Couble doors in e ceaer,
with two guardian ligures on the outg’de. The beck
pere’ ‘s a warrior riding tlhe slack -artaise {Xuzrwu 7%
). The upper part of the left and rizhe sides is Dairted
with imegaes of characters riding dragons to hicaven. Tn
the middle lower left of the left aide is Yuan Gr. and
oa the sight is Cai Skrn (figuse 22); in he ridcle part
of the lower left oF tac righe side is Gro [v, and o1 the
righ: ‘s Ear Beya” (fizure 23). The flial sor stesics on
this stonc funcrary, except for Yvar Gu. arc all abowt
showing filia. »icty o the imother.

In zhe Nortkerr We! Tate-aeriod stone tuncrary beds
znd coftns with explicit datinge. peircé with the Yuzn
Gu aacretive, all Silicl piety mofs (execpr Yuaa Gu)
depics sors hoaoting acir motaers. Do the Tian A'she
stone furerary bed and the Cae Lizr cozfin tend to filial
devotion to biologica. mothers ! A brict analysis follows.

Bascd on the ingeription oa the cenzral fozeleg of
Tiar A'sae’s fuaerary s2d, both Tian A'she' anc Ceo
Liun" weee Haa Chinese officials i tae Nor:kern
Wei goverrmeat. Ceo Lina, a descerdurt of Ceo Ceo
(Lmperor Wer of 'Weid, held a dromineat position. arc
died in the lleyin Messacsc in 528 C=, Llis fuaere.
¢ckeced 1o Nochern Wei otficial 2-otocols. his leuds vy
ro iafec thae Tina A'she uad Cao Lier. both ller Chinese,
were buried accordiag o Xiunoei (Nosthern Wer)
cLsloms.

Nexzt we exemiae the issue ol ke unmerred s.celcher
oa ke Aie Lumily™s store Luaerusy bec lor Leng Seaghul
¢nd the Zbha Leo Jarereey oed (Shenzher Goldstoae
Museum ol Ar.). As previously woalyzed, lhe Xie
Lamily s Laacrory bed Lor L'eag senghu: cis2loys ¢ cleor
baus towazd (ilicl sons 201039 ke biological motkers.
We now tura 1o he Zhu Lo stone lunesuzy bed. Lhis
Lunercry bed Leclures Jour scoeen punels, cuch wila three
ngrive reels, Atrengec Itom le © o migal ke are-
three herdmaidens, ox cart, lemale nesle™ procession
(hgure 22) Ware Ji, Lao L, eriale omb oceupert
mile omb occepant. Gae Ju, Gue Ju (lgure 25); Tour
allendanty (hgure 76); saddlec ho=se gu-e 27)7 Yuer
Gu (ligrre 4;

However, why are (te sregures of the slory o7 filizl
grandson Yuan Guoon hese two lererary deds desicled
m the Torr of an gnmarnec shrelcher? Why did they
ke sucl a change”
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way bed, o Lot ge..
Figure 26 A'® esoone leacne v e, huo b

Piguic 20T u VS stone oy bed, gl side saee . Yo
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Taving 1ac Wuliang STrine ag ar esample, we hind a
diserepaney hetween he swory of Ning T.an 23 recorded
in t1e Buvgraphy of the Filia! Son and Cao 7148
“Lirgzhi Chaster™ and the inscriptica found withia the
shrine itself. Aceardirg to Zic aforem.aationed. sources,
Ding Lan is said to have carved a wooden stamic of his
mather. Howaver, the inseription rext s¢ Ding [ar’s
portrzit in the Wuliang Shrine clcarly states thas he
carved a wooden statue of his father (figure 28). This
prescats a clear contradiction thar warrarts furtaer

iy

Cxamiralior.

Tri “he reeords al the Han Dyagaty, Tir Midi painted
e portrail of his decezsed mother ir the Genguan
Talace. “Tin Midi’s moz1es zauglt her two soas witl:
greas discipling, and was praised by the cperor. When
she dicc of illncsa, tac anperor ordered & porrrais o7 her
to oe nairted in the Ganguan Palace, with the ‘nseciziion
“Vanzhi (a title Jor royal consor:s of the Xiorert people)
ot the Xium King’ ¢ < = + » 7 )" However, the
port-at of Tir. Midi that was worsaipped at the Wulianz
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Fiv ne: 2. Divy "

cervasa wendan Tgore T i o Wi L Srine

Strne was titled “Xin. Tu Xfang” (/AR50 erd Qi Du
Wei' (1% K K1), apparendy depicting 1ia faher (hgure
29).

Wi Hang points ¢t “Tn this scene and the poriai
al the Jlizl son Ding Zzn, e ceaigner o7 Wu Larg
Sltrine deliberately changed the icentity of the deceased
from femalc o maie.”™ Wa Hung belicves the reason
for tkis charge is shart “Wu [iarg’s choica covers e
cntire range of a man’s social re.ationskips. inclucing
pareass, brotacrs, friends, erc masters, and theae images
ere casically arranged in chrenological order. On oae
hzrc, he aones thas 211 these factors can e wedected n
the frnages: on tac oier hand, ac zlso clearly requires
his deseendaras to follow tacse historical models,
never Zorgetting their deceased tether while devoting
themaclves t scrving heir motkee””

The Wt Ziarg Shrine was coas:racted 1o Loror
W2 Liang, who not oaly Tent his azime to the stocrore
but also actively paticipated ir its desiga duzing his
Iifesime. The sorteaits housed within the shzine serve
£s ¢ reflection of Wu Lieng’s personal idecologios and

e riswerical persaeetive of the Han Dynasty. Tt is
plecgible to swmice that Wa Liang himscll edvoca.ed
for <le suhatitut’on of Ding Zan's and Jin Midi’s
arotlers’ images wita thoae of their fathers in the arlistic
represenations. Conseqaently. this indicatcs tha. in the
Han Dynzsty, there existed precederts for alrering tac
content of F.lal saa perrals to zlign with irdividaal
preferencss or raqlireriants.

TEis pacnomeron of zrmistie modificazion is farther
carrotorezed 2y evidence from ke Northern We!
Dyazsty’s £zone Taacrary beds. Witkin the s-onc faacrary
bed attivuzed to Tiar A’Ske (527 CE), whick forms sert
of he esteemed colleetion of tac Talwanese connoisscur
Zazr.e Huan, owo Ciszines ingzances o mocif.cation have
been identitied.

Tre Arst miodification maaifests on fac leZ-1and side
of tac Zrontzl sercen. This sercen. iaitially adomed with
incised lings, vnderwent a transtormazioa wherein the
right halt wes grovnd away. subsequentdy crabling tae
carving of a thir¢ Inage vsiaz a reduced relicf tecanique.
This imagce poctrays a Zemale tomb occusaat scatcd



The Genhder of Ihe lmage: Femal e Tendendies in the Unmanned Stretcherlmage on Stonc Funcrary Bed of the Eastern WeiDynasty

cross=lepyal ason 11¢ Tunesary bed. Nokably, wii'e (he
rest of the stone Jmeriry bad s also armbellshod wil
mciscd Tines, (he depiclion o” (s Tanals womb peer pani
slands in ~tark conaasl, Loth in ~style and thematic
cohicrence, to the rnzgery Tonad an e el sice ad
zeross (he entizaty of “he store Tungrary bod (g 30).

The sceard sotzble maodifica.ion oerlans o the
Mis. irage o ke original scries, which ceoies Tilia’
grznd~son Yuaa Gu oz e vighil=amd sereen. Te this
peiicular seene, the caginel gamative shows Yian Gu's
perents carcying their g-andiatl a7 on a sweeweler, with
the fathor positioaed in MFomt aad e mother bolind.
TTowever, upen closer irspeetion, we diseera thal e
indivicnal scaied or 1l2 areicher is 1. a geant elderly
aan, bul zathe a willowy woman elagartly aitived in a
Jowirg anc-picce leag g2own {fignre 31).

The epieph eagraved on this stoa2 luaerary bed

Jaguce 29, e Vadi's Zazge ot Wi Loz Sroae.,

revedls tha he deceased vrerred wichin is Tan A'She.
A/\" L:Xill"lil"llillll ()r |}].: Irl(I(]iﬁ(:illillrl '“iilk'\' un lvlllf slone
Murcrary bed ~seggeses izl ke arlisans nideiiook those
sletaons aier he nitizl caryings ware complarad. Yol,
¢ siiking obssivalion s hal the nnages acoraing i
stong wacrary bal salely “catre the Sortdl po-bian ¢f
the lenrac 1ol vccupant, conspicuaasly oriling ery
represerda on of the rale tomh vcieasant. Were it nol
for tac proserce of the epitaph, we world unccivocal'y
easane L tors’s vseupanr 1o be fernra’c. Noverthisless,
vie epitaph leaves na roont “or ambiguily, explicitly
s2ling (e ‘dentity of the deecased. Furiiermore, the
asiginal image ol “ae Flial graadson Yuan Ga, where
the grand 2ther seeted in the sirelelher was replaced with
2 lemale lMgure, sorves 1o aceentaae ~he pronounced
lerriniae clarac.cristics o this stame lurerery bed
Criven that this s.one funetary bed wes rot uncarthed
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Tagare (. 1=om el seezen ob = A She s sionz gy bee,

througa scientific cxeevation mezhods, we remain
uacertdin £8 20 wicther the rentaias discovered et sae
tie peceined solely to Tiaa A™She oc it they incladed
those of 2oth husdand erd wite. [t ix evidert, aowever,
thus this store funcrery bed wus meticrlously crafied to
corstrret ¢ predomirantly fermale-centric spece.

Lalike ke Tian A™Ske stone tfunerary bec, <he
stonc Suacrary 2ed for Ueng Scaghul of che Xie tumiy
was modified in tac coatear o the imnges ducing tae
desige. After the modificution, the overeZ. luyout of
the imege presented o conplele temale chazueleristic,
An empty swelche: sugges.ed ke abseace of a4 womua,
cad o s.aac.ar weowur onexl .o lhe steelcker luriaer
suwreag.acnec e heote o lemiririly. Thus, 1ae ¢atiee
1mege matchec 1the theoe of 1i1¢l sons serviap [heis
motkers creied by Guo Ju, Ding L, uad Bo Yo, That
15 10 8¢y, cligr 12e relulives ol he .omb ownoer requesled
(3¢ crultszoen e maake the mnedijculions, ke izncges
02 s slore Lunerary kbed created i .erie \heme Lk
exaclly meiched the 1emale identity ol the tota s owner

The image ol an emdly streicher on the sereen of
70 Loe™s store nmeraey bed 1> wore relined than 1k
m he Xeg Gy tor Leryr Senghyr, and dales earlier
Taere 15 o possibility thal (hey were made by (he serme
crillsmer or camre o e sgrme work 5}'0]3. * Jergrr the
miseriptong, Zha Luo stould be riale, bl the 1A
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Liape 31, ¢nene 57 =@ geardsen Myar Cyen lizn A7 =g 5 arpeg mIre-ary 3d

of the filial ceaadson Yvar. Gu in the Zau Lro stone
funcrery bed also elensly sugeests the adseree of amale.
Tac Zaa Luo stonc funecery bed, us a male-vsed stoac
furniture, also seggests the Zeature.

Thke cbove eralysis shows that the Zmmage of the filia.
ser ir the Xie family™s wtoae frnerary bed ter Lieng
Senghui deliberately ercutes a saeme domiaated by
womer. The story inuge of the flial crandson Yuer Cu
i3 combmned wizh other images thar represent fiia. piety
for rmothecs, possibly because thiv image cen 20t only
diceolly zepouce ke crandty her of Yuer Gu o lac imagre
with ¢ lenzae, bu. elso directly remeve the crandla her
ol Yiaa Cu lrom .he swwelckec, waich can clearly exoress
the theme ol women. Lo elaer slories ol BliaZ diely. thece
15 no daxect 1ad cleur expression ol the ozigiael s.ocy of
Yuan Gu wilkout modilicelion. Se, whul is the reuson
lor creating this Zemale thene” We cia Lurher analyze it
threuga the burial cusloms ol s Lomb.

2. The Phcoomenon of Female Respecet and Male
Subordination in Northern Dynastics Burial
Custonis

In Feng Scughui’s lormb o7 ho Nic zimily, an crgravel
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Wb srick was excavaled, beering the inse< atior
“Wicing Sixih Year, Sceond Vonth, Twenly-Fifh Day,
Nie Family’s Forg Serghui’s Mermorial” (IMgure32).
Tae ske'clal remains on the sontl s'de ‘ay in a sadiac
position with exiended limbs, arqarged in &n ordarly
maracr. Tr conltrast, ~I.¢c dorcs or ~l.e north side
cexhibited a cownward tilt of the head and were in
disarray, saggestirg a lawer re'acelior. Osieclogical
zralyais revealed tha, the northern skaletor was male,
zpproximary fifty years of age, while the southern one
was taat of an adule Zemale. Firstly, 23 a joint burial, the
termra.e was positioned ¢a the ouzer edge of the tuacrary
bec, the provacy arca tor weceiving offarings, incicazing
2 Ficker statvs Zor womea than mmen. Sceondly, the
romb bricl’s insezintion, which excivsively ‘cared the
name of the femezle tomb owrer, represeats & urique
4dr.d among Nortkeen Dynastics sombs. Taerctore, these
burizl practices otfer ingights Into the cultaral aorms of
the time.

TLis scevrcly dated romb. bearing explicin
idcazficatior. of it ocerpant. containg £ brick inseciprior.
of celatively Srie? coazent that nevestheless offers erucial
cvideree tor csrablishing both the tomb’s chroaolocy
#nd the 2Zamie iceatizy of s intecred. The iageciption
prortiacntly ic¢entifics the decezsed as the Xic Zemily's
IFeng Seaghai. a Zormulation cequiriag philolocical
cralysis o clarity the nomenclatere stcacture and etkrie
implicatiors.

The Sul Dyaasty Zpiseph of Lady Shisua, Wite of
the Cacng Clan (e N el -2 0 ALY S, uacataed
Anyang, »rovides cruciel eviceace Soz jaterpeetice the
Deaning of tac phease “Xie Sai Leag Seoekri” (7
W% i), Accoscing to reseurch by Zbou Xicowed snd
Zacu Qier, © (he sub’ecl of the Cheng Clan ¢2itusa was
Lady Shisur. ‘whosc kussaad Selongec 1o .ae Cherg
Lamily. Lady Saisua erigiacted (tom the nocthecn urea
ol Jogeauer Couaty in aoceen Ganst Proviace. though
her busbaad’s regioncl promiaence semaias unspecilied,
Conmparalively, .he 2asase “Xie Ski L'eng Senghu” ooy
omtls (ke oplivnsl cacructer “ga” (¥)indicatiny tha. the
torcb occupunl wis ramed ler dengh: with o hussand
lrom: the X:e Liriy

Iayving clartied 11¢ idertily o “1he [enb owner wnd
her tushend, we stould fyriker deltermene (ke ethnic
beckgroaad of ke Xie and Feng clims — were hey 1y
people o Han seoplet We Frst judge bused ¢ 1he bumia
nehod o7 the tomb cwner, Noth skelelons were direg, y
placed on e stone Finerary bed weitoul any coll'n or
co Tin case, This Saral caslerm o dn'ex:,]} placing g
deceaszd or the slone furerary bed ¢an be Iraced bacl 1o
the I'ingdleng erz 0f g Northe=r Wei Dy izsly, In 2010,
i Yangirao counly, dilong City, S7anxi proy mee, e
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tomb o Yuc 1t Dingzon (457 CIi) was excavaled. wilh a
stone Turerary bed p aced nside o Fouse-shaned slone
colln and a sngle ske'eon placed on —he stong Krerary
bed, wthout eny ace of 4 colMir, In 1957, ir Quwo
cownty, Shauxi provinge, e omnb of Norhem Wei ©-
sher and hs wle (299 CLy was excavaled. with lwo
skeletons on abres Frerary bed, withou! =r y race ol a
coll n' e 198K, 1 1le sourlsrn sa'v-bs of Dalong, (e
Norle=r We anb M1172 was sxcavalad, with 4 sleie
funeriry ed without a wooden corTin, @rc the skeleton
wis relatively wellopeeazrved 2 Tn 2001, three ~slone
Muners:ry bals were mearles 21112 Northe-r We ambs
sonp M4 in Qili Village, Datorg. No woumler hasial
ulcnst's were faund ar (Fese Tancrery bods — oaly
reelingnlar e i lows scraiied.” In 1991, e tomb
al Xoe Maren (¥ 2570 Trom the Weslerm Wer ser'ml
(551 CLE) was discoverad i Xaoyang, Cry, wil Feran
ramains foned e the rnddls of Bic tonch chiencber also
withont zry burizl utens 1.

Regasaarg the three Norlicr Wer tonrbs wich sleng
l.ncrzry beds e e Shanst regicn nentional above,
noas of them cenlaines oo Tis for 1he Coeceesad.
Furtlcrmorz, the tormb of Xic Porer not cnly ¢ oscly

follows the cra of Uac X' Pami’ y’s torih “or Feny,
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Senglui kit also shares the seme Xie elar lincege.
Such ¢ases I'ave not been ohserved in 1le womrbs al
TTan peaple o7 other regions. Therelore, the 2raetice
al cirectly placing the deceased on 1he Tuaerary bed
likely origma.cs [ran the 2axial customs ol 112 Nigrhe”
namadic tribes.

Addtionally, the epitaph bricks uacarthec [ron the
wmba are also sigrilicent evidence. T.org teclargu ar
bricks inseribed witl the name and date were [ourd in
the tomb. This brrial custor is onc of tl.e characteristics
of the Xianbei 2cople. Zn 2006, daring the corstaetion
of a new ral arez ir. Shalirg, Dzroag City, Shanx!
Provinee, there were swaaty-six Norzaern Wei torabs
discovered. Tornbg V.22, M23, and M24 zre all single-
ckarmber brick toribs wit recangulzar sloping Dassagcs,
zné cack had an cpitaph “rick urcarthed from the
bzck31l s0il i1 Zont o the scaled torns 2aze.””

In 2007, -he Wei Xizryr (529 Cz) aad Wei Shu (571
CE) family tombs Zrom the Northern Wei aad Norhemn
Zhor. »eriods were excavarce £t Duling West Road In
Weiqu Towr, Xi'an City. Notebly. an cpizaph brick wag
tfound in the passazeway ot she Wei Xianyu tor1s, while
& complete epitaph wes placed in the passageway ar
the cazance of the Wei Skt toeb. Aaotacr tazec Wei
family tombs trom he Noctacerm Wei period discovered
in Weigu Town in 2001, iaclvding shosc of Weil Huihe
(533 CT)y end Wei Qiaa (534 C-), kac their eonitadhy
located insice the toras entrance.” This situgtion scems
to iadicate thet arourd the thicc deeade of the sixth
ceazuzy, the poactice of bucyinge epitapa bricks outside
ta¢ tom> gradualy saittied towurds slaciagx epitashs
inside the tomb ckamber. Thes, the custom of busying
epieph bricxs ia he passuge aay acve comeraed durng
t1e Nocthern Wei seriod as purl ot 1ae Siaiciza.jon
process and kas ocea oamlaned siace Lthen.

l'rom the pezspective ol burial [vraishiags. 1he
screca-saccownded steae luncrary oed wiy nol ¢
waditzoacl Llaa bucicl Duraishing, Slone Luaecary beds
can be cividec into Iwo Ltypes: 1acse wi.hout screens cnd
those with screen-surrouanded sleae luresary beds. The
screen-surrorndec slone Junesiry beds uppearsd allex
the Northera We: roved their cepicl w Luoyaag. while
the plein slone lunera-y beds were ™e-¢ popu i durng
the Zingcheny erit o "the Northermn Wer Wang Yongng
be reves Lt ke symoolic menrirg o the screen ess
5.0ne I'u"w'rur) seds tound n I’lllgc‘le'rlg 1"|igh, have
repeesented the hearth or kary (a Fezied brick zed)
northern households Curing The Nosthern Wer perod,
espec'a"y ‘hose In ;.q.un's-ﬁuped “omnay ror the
la e Pingehenyg period, waere brigk-built “unerary
beds aceuzied izl of the tormb chanber, resgmbimg
keng:™ Wer ZFenr supports 1Fis v ew ® However, why
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we e aloae funerary beds used ‘rsicac of wang?
7heng Yen snggces.s that e tomb chamber serves
23 the ardergraard liviag qrarers lo- the deceased,
representing a coneree visaal form ol a *home.” Tn
the a'nds o peaple al “ral sime, the ceceased neaded
clambe-s and beds just as ~hey cid i 177e, arc the dead
cont:nucd vasious lilelike activitizs within the artiar’s
irvaginazion.”

S0, during which paasc of the Norhera We's
re ocation o Troyang dd the screen-surrcunded stone
tfunerary beds eppeer? We car analyze this qacstion
based on ac dated stone durial furrishings from
tae Natthern Wel peried. Taere ere only wo known
examples: ¢ae i8 the store tunezary bed “rom the omb
of Kuzrg Seng’an, dazec to the ffth year of Zhengguang
(524 CL), hovsed in the Ktbo So Merroria. Muscum ‘n
I7ami City, Osaka Pretfoerure, Japan, taough its exact
provenaice is 1acacwn; the other is the stone fracrary
bed fron: the tomb of Tian A’she fron: Qiapzlov
Pingyuan Commancery. cated to -he third year of
NXiaochzng (527 CF).” Other swonz burial “Aumishirgs
arc mostly storc funcrary beds and housce-shancd
stone cazmtbers, gach 23 the Yuan Mi gtone cottin (524
CT), Qia Hong stone coZfir (526 CIY). Ning Mao swoae
charmaber (527 CT), Yvan Rong stonc cottin (52% CT),
Gou Jing store coftin (528 €T), Yuar. Wen s:one cotfin
(532 C7), Weng Yee stone cotfin (533 7)., " aad e
aewly discovezed Cuo Lian stone cottia (528 €)% I wagy
ozsesved thet store cotfins eppeureé more frecuertly
during the seigr of Lutperor Alwoming (ceigned 516-
527 CT) uad elierwascs, but wese _ess corinon o high-
stuzus ronebs, Thiv coaceaseated eppeurnace must refect
¢ trerc at the time.

L:o.erecy cecords aac urchucological ¢xeavalions
mdicu.e tka stone burial lurrisaings were nol coasidesed
higk-glawg fteras: aeic use w the tombs ol Noclhera
Wei erperors aad digh-raakng aobies was care. Zheng
Yon aclec thal Lengzaongli, aocla o' Leoyaag's Thish:
murkel, specializec ia produciag “luaerary goeds urd
verous Collirs,™ most of which weze Tade ol wood.”
Tads suggess tkat store Lunerery beds wnd slone colling
were ol dsh-stulus burial Jnshiogs sizce no cuses
ol their yse hinve been tound i tke excavaled inperial
tomos el (ke Noriaen Wer, Xu Jiv grgues D1l slone
coll' nys rark h'ig-'_".‘lcET 1Fan slone lme.'ru"y beds :’5', c'i',"ng lhe
examrp e ol Yiar Wer, ¢ sixth-genereion descendart
ol lrperos Daowu, who was bured 11 4 stone co lin,”
Acgemcrue o T Dyngsty’s Duer Chergshi's Yourang
Zuzyw: “During (e Norllern Wei pen'mL (Fare wis» 4
cuslemn ol Tavish burizls, wily thick -amd 111 cellins ¢llen
miade of cypress wood, adumed with Tage copper rings
o1 belh sides Regzrdless of -ank or wealll, all used
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while oil-covered canopies, plair mowrnirg veaicles, and
s0'enn processions wil d-ms. The weeaing reserrbled
that o7 (12 Sauhera Dynasties, wiilh contirous dirges
withou irtersuplion, slightly differern rom 11asc in the

woaden collias.

Ag Tor the joint womb of the Nie lenily’ s Feng
Senghui, only “he fermale occupant’s name was inserined
ar the epitaph brick, while the mae remains were
placed inaic.c the atone Auncrary bed. This materna’l
dorinance over the parerral retleets what Lro Xir
refers to as the “Hengdai legacy” befare the Nostlamn
Wei moved thcir capital to Luovang. Heag aad Dai refer
ro the reaions undéer the jusisciction of Hengzaou ard
Daizhow, i.c., the Inrer Asian stenp S0ci2Ty crstoms
withir the Pingcheng arza, where women teld strong
end active roles ir “amily end social atfairs.” The
Yanshi Jiaxun by Yan Zaiwei of -he Notthern QI Dynasty
recards -hat peenle in the Yecheag region still retaiaed
many cvstoras of the Nierba! people Zrom the Norzhemn
Wei pericd: *In Yecheag, it was customary Zor womer.
0 manage kovseaolds, engege i Lepal digsutes. maxe
visits, and cvea seck official posiions for facir s0ag or
delend acir hrsbaads” righes. s this not Tac legacy of
the Zergcal cra?™”

Besed on chese materials. it appeears that in Xiaadel
burial customs. woren genecally held a aigher sietes
then men. The plecement of the epitapa brick. humen
remalng, and fac contert uad layout of the stonc faacrury
bed carvingy in L'eag Sceoghul’s toms all rellect this
fearn c-comiaert charactesistic.

3. The Retreat to Nomadie Cultnre by the Eastern
Wei Rulers

So, in “his 1012, wlizh o7 the Nie and Feng couple s
Han Chirese, arc who is of nomadic origin? Or ratlier,
in wais joint Barial, were the Xianbei people irllacneed
by Han e miral factors? Or was it a zerrcat “o 10mecic
crlaare after the fzilaze of Siricization”

Tlhe Xiz 2lan’s ancestral horre i ir. Weraxia, Clenun
commandery (present day Tai<ang coanzy, Heaan
proviaee). Chenjua cornreadery was cateblished
dvzing the Q:n Dynasty and abolished during the
Westera Jia peciod. Afier ae Wei ard Jin dyaastics,
proriinert Zmiles trom tfais segion used “Clacnjur” as
their ancestral Ztle. The Xic ¢laa thet migrated sourh to
Jaagazr. dusiag the Eastern: Jir. gzadually becane one of
the most powerin. aristocratic tamilics.

Tke Feng cler’s aacestrzl home s in Xindu Counry,
Changle Commaadery (sresert day Izaou City, Hebel

pravinee). Fmprass Doweger Feng Wentiing ol the
No-112t1 Wei came o this Facage: she was the
granddaagher of Feng TTong, “he ~uler of Northern Yan,
who wes the brother of Emperor Feng Be ol Noriler.
Yan. Emperor Niaowen al Na+thera Wei, Tuoba Hong,
was Empres: Dawager Feag’s acopied s01, which
ellowed her wo evoid the “reditional practice ol “mether
dics wher. son ascends.” Archzcalogica discoveries of
Norerr Wei Feng clan ep’laphs can irace 1ae clen’s
ariging. T 2920, the fiftlh year of Zlengguang (521 C=z)
Yuun Yuc's Coacaliae F(fll&: Jihuu s Tombstone was
uacarshed in Luoyarg. She was tha nicee of Fmpress
Dowager Feng Werming end the cighta daagheer of
Grand Tutor Feng XI. Her grear-graadtather, Feng
Hong, was ke Zmperor of Nerthera Yan, ead her
erardtather, Feng Lana, was Xing Xvan of Yar.”' In
1929, tfrom tac sccond yeer of Yoag'aa (529 Cr) Yuan
Dians Wife Feng Clan's Tormbsione was found in
Luayar.g, idenzitying her as the granddavghzer of e
Kiag of Yan anc the sccond dauglter of the Goveraor
of Yarziou." Frem the €1 year of Wuding (547 Ck)
Yuan Clicrig 5 Concubine Ferig Litighua s Tombstone
was vneathed ia Anyang, identitying ker as the Zitth
dzrehter of Grand Tetor Changl: Wowange."™ In 1912, a
rombstor.e trom tac sixth year of Widing (542 CE) for
Yiuan Yanming s Conicubine I'ena Shis Tombstone was
discovered ir. Cixian corrty. Heael proviace. ldeazizying
her ag tae yornger sister of tae Impress of Lastern
Wei”” A tombstore trem tae fourth year of Tiarbao (553
CT) for Guo Yan s Concubine I'eng Suolio & lombstorie
was wreerhed ia Anyaag, ideazifying her as the t.5-
acreration cescendua: of lieng 4. Another rombstone
from tac sixzh yeer o Jdacbuo (5335 C7) tor Leng Jun
und 1is Wite Yuarn Ziguang 5 Jombstopne wus tound o
Aryane, declilhyiar Fenpr Xin ¢8 o nadve ol Chaagle
Xinzu and the mraacsoa el Leng Xi* Lin Sacaczh:
believes thal ke Leng claa ol Noctheen Yan were Lloan
Chirese whe aad oeea essimilulec inlwe he Xiarbe:
duriig ke Loumh ceaun .

Tae _ocelicn wkhkere L'enyr dernghui™s lom> wus
excavaled s close 10 other Leng can Lim:ly lemzs in
Ayamyg, suggesing 1l Feng Senehii Lkely curie fom
the I'gng clin o "Chang ¢, represerting Tully assrililed
Ian Chingse wao had adopled Xicnbei cusiomns,
(l1l|'e'ri1|_g Irorr adiieqag! Han beri. pr.lcl'i(;es I Cenl=
Chiry,

Aller the Nortkem Wer established (herr caprtal -n
Pinrche, the cortmarl ralng ideology was Ruaddhisim
rather “han cedinonal Contgeranism, Towever, 1o
sl'rc:llg‘.]'en control ove= the Ilar popdlaton wil“nn
the r cenguered ter-iloriegs, Fey Tiad (o acop. the
cnimisranve syslems of the Cenvra’ Plang dyrasces
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To acapt w0 the wrans'tion Fom nomadic governaree 1o
stale ecminisratior., the Tuoke clan »orrowaed the dua’
sérririsrative model from e lorner Yan, TIncder 1lv's
sysien, TTan officials meraged the TTer populace, while
nor-Har. trikal pozulations ard military alfaits were
amenegged by arother deza<urert. This model proved
highly elMective ot he Tuoba clan™.

The Northern Wei emperars ceinlareed their
identilication witl: Han culuure 5y »rohibiting
intermerrizge setweer. thie roval and 1¢zle milics and
tie Xicnzei people. Friperor Wencheag oF Nortaemn
Wei, Tuoze Jan, issaed er edict in 403 CE statirg: “From
now or., memoaers of the imperial tamily, meators, dukes,
mercvises, and ceramoners skall not marry astisens,
pertormers, or taose of lowly status. Violztors wi.
be surisked.”” Ir. he secord yezr of Taike (476 CE),
Emgerer Xiaowen issued another edict: “Furthermere,
members of ac imperial family, nobles, and coramoners
should not mtarry “hosc wie aze not of their own xind.
Tke »reviors emaperer personally issucd a deeree to
prohibit -his, but the people have Decome accustomed
o it aad kave rot changed. [ am row crtorcing the old
lews aad regulations. adkering to previors decrees,
#nd enshrining thera in law, maxing them permancne
srarndards. Violators wil. be prnished accordiag to the
cegrlations.” In the seveateenth year of Taine (493

CT), he “urther ¢eerced: “Moreover, aocuseholds of

servuats end Jusorees skal not marry commnorers.” The
tact tact the Northerr Wei cmperocs issuec three edicts
prohiziting iazcroacriage withio the sume coua indicetes
£147 suca mecriages wese still prevaleat at the time,
sureesticg signiticanr resissence from the aobility to
the Sialcization policies. Oa fac other hand, aZier these
prohizitiors were tssued. mmacriages be.weea The Xicnbei
¢nd llaa peosle kel becurme mose commer. L'com
this, we cer daler 1l Feag Serekui's husoand. Xie, way
probably ¢ Llan Chuese Lom (ke Cenlral Poaias.

S:ace 1.5 eslablishacea., the Noztheca Wei bepaa the
process O Simicizaion, bul (s process wus Lraurht
wih cilccllies, especiclly given the sltony resis.cnce
Jrom: the Xianabed azistocriey. a lenms el wouth stmuchazes
tnd buria. lumishings, most ol the Tvoba acbles anc
allF¢igls muntained Xiuber bur:e customs ven
cligr the Notlkern Wei moved their copilel 10 1 uoyang,
the si-ggle belween Siricization ard Xigoelicatior
contnued. Thomas Ra-eld, n kis slacy of Nortkem
We hl)l(‘ﬂ‘y: roled tka the Ils'l:, m Incice, e 578 Cli,
orches raled by rzku Rong, “swe. away the Har-siyle
20yVeming s uynors of Fe Northem Weil Soon elie-
Laoyare wis asercored, a1d the Northem Wei »pht mio
the Wesiern Wer (Northerr Zhiou). wlich wphelé Xian
i tracitions, and e Tuaslert Wei (Nortlgrn Qi), wlich

hed more TTan clazacier’stes.”” TTowever, the “ealily
was cuile the opposite. Hased oa images foard or
stone Munerery neds (rem the Noarthe n Dyrestics,
stoae [unerary bads uncarthed ir Nitan do ron [2zhure
lilia" picty stories, while those ‘ourd in T.aoyang end
Aryang commonly depict #uch slorics, cortradicting
Berlicd™s assesament. Moteaver, examining torab
surLetarcs, lombs fram the Weswern We'! and Northemn
Zhar. most'y lTollowed “ac square struclare ol the Her.
ard Yn dynastics, wacreaa those fron the Rastern W
zr.d Northern Qi more often reflected Xizrbei cireuar
stractures. Tn reality, the Western Wei and Nartaern
7roud corriated to uphold sinicized enstoms, while
the Eastern Wei and Northerr, Qi z2zurned to Xianne!
rrzditiens.” As peinted out by Chea Yingue, “The
chronra. siwatior. ir. the Northerr QX arose becauvse irg
catzblishmeas eclied on the Six (razrisons soldicrs, wie,
23 a cronn maintaning Xiznbei traditiors, opposed tae
Hamified civil official groups ir. Laoyang. The vprisirg
of the Six (Garrisoas was a reaction against Emperor
Niaowen’s Sinicization policics. manifestiag irscl? in
rae Nianzzificazion ot taz Nozthern Qi”" . Through
thig analysis, we car conclude thas the wend towascs
Xianbeification aad aleezdy begur during the Lastern
Wei period.

Thke promae:ion of Confucian cultize by e Nochemn

¢l was pricnarily driven by the needs of goverrnaace.
Tac Xierbel tzaditica of killing the motker waer the $on
is desigauted helr was still precticed among the Tuling
clags. As the mosher of Lperoc Ximomng (Youa Xuj,
Conso:t 1la should Euve seer executed atter Yuen X
was onuned ccowr praoce. I order to suve bes own Lite,
Lmp:ess Dowage: 11 needed to find u way o abo.ish
this redition. Au Lkis poinl, the Confician concept ot
Gdlial picly became the peslect deological 1eol, usec o
eophasize e impoclence ol mothers cod prooele g
wadilion ol cespeciiaz one’s mo.aes, lkus paviag the
way loc ke aboliczon ol 1a¢ mo.her ¢ies when the son
becomes Lex syslerm.

Coaluczaa cuture not ooy cliccaed with lae Xdunbe:
rulers” aeed Lo comsiract theiz own Dolilical order but
v restoaded lo kelr derard Lor esteblisking ©
ciun-based social structy=e. Aller (Fe Notciera Wer
es.ablsked 11s capral ot Prnzcheng. Conteenism
gidia ly secame miggraled inle Xaarber culu-e 1ae
miT age selweer he Xae and Feng 14 ies can be seen
es 2 Jgmon 11w nch (ke I'eng ’arr.lly—u Ian Chrege
F;»i"m‘y (tal hae become rully Xagnber n casloras ard
slalug as arstocras—rearried inlo e Xoe Tare-ly,
who were Han CFimese o e Cen-al Mlans, This
resernbles the sayingr “Swa ows hal oce nesled in
the Ta'ls of kings and robles now Ty nie (e 1ones of
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cornoncrs.”

Az a tormb auilt vader Nanbei rule, the baria’
practices firsl lollowed Xiannaei tvacitons, and orly
secondarily ‘neerpora.ec Conlacian clermeris &3 enllaza
cibellislmen.. The swaries ol exemp.ary [ilial sers
zre nasratives ceatered o2 Han Chincie valacs. For
the people of “he Northern Dynastics, aho idertiied
with Xianbe! calwre, “hese swores coulc not b diree.'y
zdoprec. withowt madilication. Tais shows thatl dusing
the perfod from tlhe establisament of Pirgeacng as the
capitzl to the reiga of Earserar Xiaowen, tlere wes
no widespread conacnsts witain tlie Northern Wel
br.reaucratic sysiem regarding Sinicizesion; maay
resisted iterd remained attached to Xianosei rrecitions.

Marcover, tae fact thet £ stone funerary sed serecr.
corrertly 1otsed at the Shenzkea Goldstone Muscum
of Art hears aa almos: idertica. imzge of the filiel
crandson Yuaa Gu beir.g carsied in a unmearred steeteher
01 men’s sheulcers supgests that dusing the Nosthem
Dynzsties, it was common practice Zor crattsmen to
mod.5 traditional Haa Cainese iconogrephy cecording
10 Xianbei eastoms. Thig focther coatizng that such
adaptazions wese not exceptional. bus rether past of a
broader crltural srend.

[n the Zilizl son s07y dezicted on the Xie tanily’s
stoae tuncracy bed. there appears to He a svoface-
level indicasion ot Siaicizatioa among the Xiaabel
people. However. onee we enderstand that zae theme
of the image poreeays the Xiarbel ¢ustom of fermale
dominnace over rales. it becoriey cleus thar this tv not
or exarle ot Kiunoel Siaicization but racher u culiizal
pzuctice retlecting o retrear to Adaabel readizlons atte:
the Northesn Wed split, showeasice v frsioa of Lua and
Aderbel eulluzes ia bl customs.

The aotisun’s delibesate desiction o Yuen Gu's
mo.acc begide the caply slretches serves 1o aigklicht
the ubseace ol mele chaructesislics. symbelized by e
unoceupied glrelcher beacng Yuen Gu's goundla.ae:.
This cesign easures lhe. ke imegery on Ike s.one
lunercry bed conveys lae (Eeme of materTa. dominance
over meles, ¢zobodying he Xiurbe: radilica o) Leznule
supremicy Lhis indicates 1wl the Simcizaon olicies
mwiplemwrented a ler the No~Fen Wei movec ther
caprla o Luoyer)r disieurived 0 lowir)s Lhe enrpire’y
Iragneniclion "The eslern Wee acceleraled ils retum (o
Xignbei tradiaons, o regressive rend aganst historical
progress, U lnalely gzamy to s downlal,

4. Conclusion

Leng Senghu: likely cure Jom the prestigious lenyg

far’ly of Cheag e, wlose stalus far cxceeded 121
al the Xie Tamily. As somcone whe “mrarriad dowa™
into the Xie family, Feag Seaghai wouald have Teld
2 aign’licantly igher position withir the hansclho d.
Througaont this 1015, various aspeass reloet Nianaei
crlral cratems.

Firar, cespite coitanhs beirg cotnmon £1meng sinicized
Xianaci by tha third decade o the siv centary, this
mb cevered o using epitaph sricks wypica ol carlier
Nierbe' sractices ever a cecade lare:

Seeond. the fae: thar tac mele remaing were ~e oceted
supecass that Feng Serclri dicc leag efter aer hushaad,
indiczting sha was not buried alongside him initially but
instead had his remains moved to join her in the toms,
placirg his baaes ‘nside tae inner s7de o7 the stone coflin
bee.

Trité, only Feng Senghwi’s name is iascribed oa the
cpitaph brick. with ¢aly the suraanm.e of ker hushand's
faraily menticred, turtier emphesizing the absalute
domir.ance of worien with:in this acaschold.

Throvek the zaalysis of taig stone funcrary bed
imagcery, it s cvident tagt the sinicized Xianbei and Han
people liviag ia the Yecheng recion of the Castern Wei,
despite theiz Hen erncestry, hed Largely essimilated into
Aderbei coltural Hractices. Oa ore hand. they absocded
Han erluce. brt vndee tke tule of the Lastern Wet, wkich
wag ¢ortingted by robley clinging s0 Xiunodei traditions,
they dic not cortiae the Sinlcization policics. Irstead,
raey regressed so traditioanl Xian=ei customs. This
reeressioa, drivea 5y the ruling ¢luss’s adhereace o o.d
Aderbe: weys, uleimate.y contziduted to the declne and
tall of the Lastecn Wed.

Aenun (niversily

DONG &AL has < dovione] Cezree o b Coalzal Acudeary
ol Ene Arls, end (s aa agzociile proled:sar aac pos.gracaale
gupecvisor o vae Schoal of kiac Azii, Hen:e Loovecsiny
cngaged ie long-lect ~coclin: and zeseatcl of 22, acehzeoogy,
the aistacy of agcicnt Chicese ar, aad Le lbeezs of Chinese
and [oreion 21l

LThiz ariicic is a phase cescarch acaicvement ol the
Nojoczl Social Scicace Fund A Project “Resentea on 1be
Mur:ile ic Loncke Aloag <he Creat Wall frac a Cross-Caluzal
Pergpecrive” (Projaet Nunter 23RFROS)

Td'tor: T'uGe
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